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^ Kgiwit. audits Arabjatites have set Jaly 15 as the new 
Wrtrogbfe ^tafe ooa joint foroeto protect thcr emirate, the official 
xAgpoey (KUNA) said Monday. The foreign ministers of 
. “Mr Artor Gulf states due to meet in Kuwait 

,^have arotfa took at the torce idea, which has been dogged by 
i» «•»'[» raatEstere first approved it in Damascus in March, 
y - . — j . ^ Mm^er Amr Musa sidd Sunday thai the delay till later 

WK dvc to timetabling problems. But KUNA quoted a 
•? *pw«man as saying the ministers needed more time to 
'^T 1 ^ mow (postponement), is to enable further 

proposes irfcucd to consolidating Lbc aims and 
^jqjnatiplBS.crf tte (DamaKtts) declaration and achieving the best formula 
f* 00 * 1 ’ * ****■ DiptontaB said the eight countries were at 
u^ Bi^ O t!^^'^'' 0Ost composition of the force. The countries at one 

l^ 7 gagc^ agreed .on -a. 26,DQQ*trong force, with Cairo and Damascus 
^ ^COTitnbimti^ 3,000 men each, they added. 
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Egyptians freed from Kuwait report torture 

CAIRO (AP) — A group of Egyptian workers who escaped from Iraq to 
Kuwait during the Gulf war said Tuesday the Kuwaitis accused them of 
spying and threw them in jail where they were tortured. The seven 
Egyptians said they fled southern Iraq. 'where they worked, shortly after 
the war erupted Jan. 17. Kuwaiti police arrested them 1 Vs months later 
after the U.S.-led military coalition ousted Iraqi troops from the emirate. 
The men did not say what they did between their arrival and the 
reconquest of Kuwait by coalition troops ar the end of February. Most of 
the returning Egyptians told reporters at Cairo airport they were ac c used 
of spying for the Iraqis. They said they were freed for lack of evidence. 
But they alleged they were beaten and tortured at a jail railed Ibaad, 
where prisoners are held before deportation. The men said scores of 
Egyptians remain in .the jail. One returnee, Issam Abdul Jawad, 28. said 
Kuwaiti authorities refused to inform the Egyptian embassy in Kuwait 
City about the Egyptians held prisoners. 
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m^fraqreports 

r^5^?^tecawase' " - 

■^^Idemlcs 

r ■ ; BAGHDAD (R)' — a senior 

health official says 
| - i; \ ; tpidtomes are rapidly spreading 
tfte couDotry because of an acute 
-Sftpitage of medicine and poor 
- ” 53,15 ■ The government dai- 

. A1 Jiunftburiyab Monday 

Jjeafth and environment protec- 
“ tjosy department , Abdul Ameer 
- : Al.-Tha miry, as saying: “Health 
centres in Baghdad and other 
•-"prbvfiices have registered a sharp 
. nttrease of cases of typhoid, 
. /amoebic dysentery and hepari- 
• ' ; ' tis." Iraq blames the United Na- 
tions trade embargo imposed af- 
;tefit invaded Kuwait last August 
-.09 . shortages of medicine and 
_■ medical equipment. Iraq has re- 
; ported more than 100 cases of 
V- T*Okra in the past few months 
' • -but says the situation is under 
. r - - ediotr^ 

.Arafat meets 
Egyptian 
Vernier in Libya 
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'TUNIS (R) — Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat met Egyptian 
Prime Minister Atef Sedki in the 
Libyan city of Benghazi Monday, 
the first time he has seen such a 
senior Egyptian since die out- 
break of the Golf crisis last year. 
The Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (FLO) took a pro-Iraqi 
position in tbe Gulf crisis while 
Egypt contributed 35,000 troops 
to tbe U.S.-led alliance which 
fought Iraq. The PLO news agen- 
cy WAFA said Mr. Arafat and 
Mr. Sedki “stressed the import- 
ance of Arab-Palestinlan coor- 
dination” and (focused the latest 
developments in -the world, the 
Middle East and foe Palestinian 
question. Mr.. Arafat. saw 
Libyan leader MoainniarQadhafi 
m. Benghazi on Monday. Gotonel 
Qadhafrhas just returned from 
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Jraqi, Romanian . 
^officials end talks 


* on Cooperation 
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' BAGHDAD (R) — - Iraqi and 
^Rofo&man officials ended talks 
Monday on industrial coopera- 
. tkra , especially in the oil, phar- 
maceutical and medical equip- 
-ment iixitisCries, -foe- Iraqi News 
Agcncy lNA said.; TTte agency 
-gave no details of any agreements 
%ihe talh, conducted by the 
^permanent secretary in the Iraqi 
Mijiistry of Industry and tbe 
"Romanian secretary . of state re- 
sponsible for foe chemical and 
. petrochemical industries. Roma- 
. nia is one of tbe few Eurt^tean 
s countries with h fiiEI ambassador 
■fodoiied.m Baghdad; -- 

Navy downs U.S. 
communications 
plane . 

WASHINGTON (AP) — A navy 
early warning airaaft caught fire 
over the Mediterranean Sea 
Monday and its crew of five 
bailed out before an American 
fighter shot it down, a navy offi- 
cial said. The E-2C Hawkeye, a 
. carrier-based airplane, was on a 
“routine air patrol,” when one of 
itsi^gines caught fire at about 5 
a.m. EDT 1(0900 C3MT), said 
fired Homey, a navy spokesman 
at foe Pentagon. The crew bailed 
out about 65 kilometres southeast 
■ of Cyprus after determining that 
fob fire ' could not be extmg- 

- cashed, and a. navy F-A-18 attack 
plane shot it down “for reasons of 
safety t ” Mr. Henney said. All 
font , crew members were reco- 
vered by helicopters from the 

. aircraft carrier USS Forrestal and 

• foe cruiser USS Yorktown. 

Luxembourg 
appoints . 

BCCI administrator 

- LUXEMBOURG (R) — A Lux- 
embourg court Monday 

^appointed an administrator for 

- the scandal-hit Bank of Credit 
and Commerce international 
S Ji <BCCI) acid said the bank- 

• tog group had lost more than its 
entire capital. An official court 
statement ordered a freeze cm all 

: payments by BCCI and named 
Brian Smcftiha of foeBritisb form 
Towhe-Ross told Co. as adminis- 
trafor of it^ affairs; It said BCCI 
accounts to the end of December 
showed - losses totalting S526.89 

- nrilSoii. compared with resources 
<d<^.$368.M.tmllton(seeau^ 
Bur atiny on inge 7). 


Masri cabinet gets first 
taste of Lower House 

Debate on constitutionality of agenda 
seen as opponents testing government 


By Nermeen Murad 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The government of 
Prime Minister Taber Masri faced 
its first test in Parliament Monday 
when would-be opposition groups 
and individual deputies attacked 
the agenda set for the extraordin- 
ary session by a Royal Decree 
issued Sunday. 

The focus of the attack, 
spearheaded by Islamist Deputy 
Laith Shbeilat and followed by 
ultra- nationalist and Muslim 
Brotherhood deputies, was 
whether the agenda of the ex- 
traordinary session, as-set by the 
Royal Deoee, conformed with 
the topics and issues set by the 
Lower House in requesting the 
session. 

The government, apparently 
because of its lack of experience, 
or coordination amongst its mem- 
bers and supporters in tbe House, 
was either caught unaware or 
could not defend its case, result- 
ing in referring tbe contentious 
issue to the Higher Committee 
for Defending the Constitution. 

According to Cabinet sources 
and various deputies, the frontal 
attack against the government 
was not institgated so much by 
tbe controversy over the constitu- 
tionality of the issue, since it had 
been pre-determined that a Royal 
Decree sets foe agenda, but by 
“opposition” attempts to test tbe 


government and its strength in 
Parliament. 

The debate that ensured and 
the self-defence put up by the 
government and the House blocs 
represented in the coalition were 
a first indication, albeit early, of 
what is yet to face the govern- 
ment during the confidence ses- 
sion next week. What it indicated 
to observers is that the govern- 
ment will be faced with tough 
opposition and tbe final results 
will be razor close. 

The constitutional argument 
was over foe exclusion of the 
government's agriculture and wa- 
ter policies from the agenda for 
the extraordinary session. These 
issues, requested by the House 
for discussion during this extraor- 
dinary session, were not included 
in the final agenda as stipulated 
by foe Royal Decree. 

Arguing that the “House is the 
master of its will,” Mr. Shbeilat 
said foe House had proposed that 
an extraordinary session be con- 
vened in May and that the list of 
laws and policies on the agenda 
for this session include the agri- 
culture and water policies. 

The Royal Decree calling for 
an extraordinary session was only 
issued in July and the addendum 
of laws and policies itemised in 
foe decree excluded some of 
those proposed by Parliament. 

The Constitution in Article, 82. 
stipulates: “When necessary, the 


Iraq provides detailed list 
of nuclear materials to U.N. 


UNITED NATIONS (Agencies) 
— . The Iraqi government has 
handed over to the United Na- 
tions a detailed list of nuclear 
materials and specialists in Vien- 
na and New York are analysing 
the papers, a U.N. official said 
Monday. 

Robert Gallucd, the American 
deputy director of a U.N. special 
commission in charge of scrap- 
ping Iraq's weapons of mass des- 
truction, said foe list had been 
transmitted to U.N. headquarters 
and the Vienna-based Interna- 
tional Atomic Energy Agency' 
(IAEA) Sunday. 

The White House said Iraq had 
admitted it was trying to develop 
nuclear weapons and demanded 
Baghdad optoi its atomic facilities 
to international inspectors. 

Welcoming Iraq's proviaon of 
the' detailed list of nuclear mate- 
rials to the United Nations, 
spokesman Marlin Fitzwater said: 
*Tt appears that nothing in this 
document changes foe need for 
comprehensive inspections” re- 
quired by U.N. resolutions. 

Mr. Fitzwater said the 29-page 


Iraqi document, written in Ara- 
bic, was still being analysed by 
U.S. officials but added: “We 
understand, however, that in this 
document, Iraq at last admits that 
it has engaged in a nuclear 
weapons programme.” 

Mr. Fitzwater, making a case 
for continued U.N. sanctions on 
Baghdad, said foe Iraqi docu- 
ment had proved two allegations: 
That Iraq bad defied U.N. resolu- 
tions and was involved in various 
activities related to weapons of 
mass destruction. 

While foe report “does offer 
more encouragement than we've 
seen in tbe past” about future 
Iraqi compliance, Mr. Fitzwater 
said that “On the basis just of the 
document and certainly on foe 
basis of Saddam Hussein’s record 
of veracity, we cannot make a 
statement that they will comply." 

An American diplomat said a 
cursory glance at foe papers re- 
vealed Iraq had been violating 
some international nuclear safe- 
guards. “But we have a report 
that (Iraq) wanted to tell the 
truth, the whole truth and no- 


thing but the truth," he said. 

Both U.S. and British officials 
said the Security Council, dis- 
turbed last week that Baghdad 
spirited suspected uranium- 
enrichment equipment away from 
U.N. inspectors, has not sche- 
duled any meetings until the new 
declarations could be analysed. 

“But we tiave been given assur- 
ances in foe past and there is no 
way of knowing whether this one 
is more reliable than the last 
one," a British diplomat said, 
adding that much depended on 
the activities of a team of nuclear 
specialists currently in Iraq. 

Mr. Gallucd said a 37-member 
team could possibly inspect some 
of the items on the new list. “But 
we can make designations unre- 
lated to the list and unrelated to 
declarations," be said. 

On Monday, the new team split 
up to inspect sites at A1 Tirwaitha 
south of Baghdad and Al Qaim 
near the Syrian border, both on a 
list already declared by Iraq 
under the terms of the Gulf war 

(Continued on page 5) 


Ibrahimi in Beirut; Lahd toughens 
Israeli terms to leave Lebanon 


BEIRUT (Agency) — Algerian 
Foreign Minister Lakhdar Ibrahi- 
mi arrived in Beirut Monday for 
talks with Lebanese leaders on 
the conflict between foe Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) and foe Lebanese army 
and the government's campaign 
to restore its authority. 

Mr. Ibrahimi was scheduled to 
meet President Elias Hrawi, 
Prime Minister Omar Ka rami and 
Parliament Speaker Hussein Hus- 
seini, official sources said. 

Algerian President Chadii Ben- 
jedid asked him to mediate be- 
tween Beirut and tbe PLO last 
week during an army offensive to 
capture the last PLO strongholds 
m South Lebanon. 

The offensive, in which 73 peo- 
ple were killed, came to an end 
Thursday after the Palestinians 
agreed to hand over their heavy 
weapons and let tbe army deploy 
around two camps near the south- 
ern port of Sidon. 

Mr. Ibrahimi, as tbe envoy of 
an Arab League committee set up 
to end 16 years of civil war in 
Lebanon, played a key role in 
p ersuading Lebanese factions to 
accept an Arab-sponsored peace 


agreement last year. 

The official sources said Mr. 
Ibrahimi would also discuss 
Lebanese reconstruction. 

Palestinian guerrillas in Leba- 
non have surrendered under 10 
per cent of their heavy and 
medium weapons to the 
Lebanese army, the commander 
of an Israel i^backed Lebanese 
militia contended Monday. 

General Antoine Lahd said tbe 
Lebanese army had performed 
“in a way few people expected” 
in taking control of Lebanese 
territory perviously dominated by 
the PLO, but was held back by 
politics from disarming the guer- 
rillas completely. 

He said it would be impossible 
for tbe Lebanese army to deploy 
to Israel's self-declared “security 
zone" in South Lebahon, which is 
patrolled by Gen. Lahd’s South. 
Lebanon Army (SLA) militia, 
without approval of both Israel 
and the militia. 

Asked if he believed there 
would be a full-scale fight if any 
attempt was made to take over 
tlm “security zone” without Israel 
and SLA approval, Gen. Lahd 
replied: “If there is no previous 


arrangement, yes there will be." 

“If the (Lebanese) army does 
not enter the camps and take ail 
arms from the PLO it will be as 
though it has accomplished no- 
thing,” Gen. Lahd told a news 
conference. 

Gen. Lahd’s tough talking 
further stiffened conditions for 
any Israeli withdrawal from 
South Lebanon. 

On Sunday, Israeli leaders said 
the Jewish state would not be 
prepared to leave until all foreign 
forces, including Syrian troops, 
withdrew. 

Israel had previously main- 
tained it would leave when the 
threat of guerrilla attacks ended. 

Gen. Lahd said Lebanese 
troops had not completed their 
mission. 

“So for less than 10 per cent of 
(the PLO’s) heavy weaponry has 
been withdrawn. They must com- 
plete this mission or its efforts 
won't be positive,” Gen. Lahd 
.said. 

Lebanese troops said they des- 
troyed a large quantity of foe 
FLO'S heavy weapons, including 
multi-barrelled rodeet launchers, 
during tbe offensive. 


Price: Jordan 100 fils: Saudi Arabia 1.50 riyals; UAE 1.50 dirhams 





King can call the House to meet- 
ings in an extraordinary session 
and for an unsepdfied period for 
to approve certain issues outlined 
in the Royal Decree calling for 
the session. The extraordinary 
session is also closed with a de- 
cree." 

In its second section of that 
article the Constitution also gives 
the House foe right to call for an 
extraordinary session but that call 
also needs a Royal decree from 
the King. 

“The King also calls Parlia- 
ment to meetings in an extraor- 
dinary session when foe absolute 
majority of the Lower House of 
Parliament presents a signed peti- 
tion in which it indicates the 
issues that it wants discussed,” 
the Constitution adds. 

In its third and final section, 
the Constitution points out: “It is 
not permitted for Parliament to 
discuss, during foe extraordinary 
session, anything but issues speci- 
fied in the Royal Decree calling 
for the opening of the session.'’ 

Government proponents 
argued that the Constitution 
dearly stipulates that the items to 
be discussed by the House during 
an extraordinary session are de- 
cided by the King. 

Opponents argued that the 


{Continued on page 5) 



Prime Minister Taber Masri and his cabinet colleagues stand to attention at the outset of Mooclay's Lower House session. The House 
in session (photo on right) (Photos by Yousef Al 'Allan) 


U.N. 

envoy 

due here 
today 

AMMAN (J.T.J — The first 
U.N. spedto Middle Eas t en- 
voy for 19 years is due here 
Tuesday for a two-day visit to 
Jordan in the course of a tour 
of the region. 

The envoy. Edouard Brun- 
ner, will hold talks with 
Jordanian officials on stimulat- 
ing and giving momentum to 
Middle East peace efforts 
and activating the United Na- 
tions' role in these efforts, 
according to the Jordan News 
Agency. Petra. 

U.N. Secretary-General 
Javier Perez de Cuellar 
appointed Mr. Brunner to 
the post last March and man- 
dated him with giving im- 
petus to the peace efforts. 
Petra said. 

Mr. Brunner succeeded 
Gonar Jarring, the first U.N. 
envoy to foe 'Middle East, 
who visited the region in the 
wake of the 1967 war. 

Mr. Brunner said in Tel 
Aviv Monday that if it was 
not wanted, the United Na- 
tions would not insist on tak- 
ing part in Middle East peace 
negotiations. 

“If people don’t want the 
United Nations to be part of 
any negotiations, well i 
mean, it’s not up to us to 
impose ourselves," Mr. 
Brunner told reporters after a 
meeting with Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir. 

“But there are a certain 
number of resolutions that 
exist and that belong... to the 
world community and foe 
world community has asked 
the United Nations 
and other countries to try to 
have them implemented to 
bring about peace,” he sard. 

Participants at foe meeting 
between foe Swiss envoy and 
Mr. Shamir said the Israeli 
premier told Mr. Brunner he 
remained opposed to an in- 
ternational peace conference 
and said foe “normal way" ro 
peace was through direct 
Arab-Israeli negotiations. 

Mr. Shamir also rejected 
U.N. involvement in Middle 
East peace talks saying foe 
way to a settlement was 
“through unmediated nego- 
tiations.” 

Mr. Shamir also accused 
Syria of delaying peace talks. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Israelis say Palestinians have 
stepped up use of firearms 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) 
— Palestinians shot and wounded 
an Israeli in the occupied Gaza 
Strip Monday, rhe second such 
shooting in two days, official 
military sources said. 

Ammon Yahalomi. 48, was 
picking up Palestinian day 
labourers when he was shot near 
the junction where another 
Israeli was critically wounded in the 
head Sunday, Israeli sources said. 

Mr. Yahalomi was in fair con- 
dition after the attack. Israeli 
military officials portrayed the 
two attacks as evidence that 
Palestinians were increasingly re- 
sorting to guns to keep alive their 
uprising against Israeli occupa- 
tion. 

Palestinian demonstrators have 
used stones and firebombs as 
their main weapons in the 43- 
month-old uprising and the 
Palestinian leadership has not 
approved the use of guns. 

“In Gaza there is a feeling that 


there is more use of firearms and 
a potentially more dangerous 
situation," a senior military offi- 
cial told Reuters. 

- The only other armed attack in 
Gaza this month was on July 1, 
when unknown assailants shot a 
soldier in the leg. 

After Monday's shooting the 
army declared the area around 
the junction a closed military 
zone and combed nearby refugee 
camps in Rafah and Khan Younis 
for the assailants, Palestinians 
said. 

The army turned back workers 
from Gaza waiting to pass into 
Israel at Erez checkpoint after 
the shooting. 

Thousands of Palestinians in 
the teeming strip of 750,000 peo- 
ple work at low-paying menial 
jobs in Israel, many in the build- 
ing industry. 

In the West Bank, troops shot 
and critically wounded Azzam 


Abdullah Qunniri. 14, during a 
clash in Jenin. Palestinian resi- 
dents said. 

Israeli and Palestinian sources 
gave conflicting reports of a clash 
on Sunday night in Idna village 
near Hebron. 

Official military sources said 
Palestinians attacked two resi- 
dents of Idna during the night and 
Mondaymoming troops found one 
of the two men dead. 

Security sources said the man 
and his companion were known 
to have collaborated with Israel 
against the revolt. 

Palestinian sources said two 
Israeli soldiers disguised as 
Palestinians came to Idna in a car 
with number plates issued to West 
Bank Palestinians in search of a 
wanted activist. 

They said Idna residents 
attacked the soldiers and burned 
their car. The sources said they 
did not know of any casualties. 


Yugoslav, Slovene leaders 
agree on peace formula 


BRIONI, Yugoslavia (AP) — 
Slovenian and federal leaders 
agreed Monday on a formula that 
would give the republic limited 
control of its borders and time to 
work out secession peacefully. 

As an indication of good will, 
Slovenia released its last captured 
federal army troops — fewer than 
100 officers — the army com- 
mand announced in Belgrade. 

In Croatia, which declared in- 
dependence along with Slovenia 
on June 25, federal army tanks 
broke up a firefight Sunday be- 
tween Croatian and Serbian fight- 
ers. Casualty figures varied be- 
tween seven and 33 killed. 

It was the first time federal 
troops opened fire in Croatia to 
break up fighting between Croats 
and Serbs, who have clashed 
almost daily since May. The vil- 
lage of Tenja, where the fighting 
took place, was reported quiet 
Monday. 

An agreement in principle was' 
reached with Slovenian and Croa- 
tian leaders by Yugoslavia's 
eight- member collective pres- 
idency, in a meeting on the island 
of Brioni off Yugoslavia’s Adria- 
tic coast. 

The accord still must be ratified 
by Slovenia's parliament and by 
Yugoslavia's collective presiden- 
cy. The Slovenian parliament be- 
gan deliberating foe agreement 
Monday afternoon and the feder- 
al presidency was to review it 
Monday night. 

However, the agreement vis- 


ibly lowered the tension in 
Slovenia by Monday afternoon. 
The steel-rail and wire barricades 
that blocked major intersections 
in the republic's capital. Ljubl- 
jana, were pushed to the side of 
the road and the streets were 
again teeming with traffic. 

Slovenes generally took the 
agreement as a sign that their 
independence is now assured. 

“Our road to full independence 
will be long but now it is clear 
that after three months of nego- 
tiations our sovereignty will be 
full." Slovenian President Milan 
Kucan declared. 

As did an earlier European 
community (EC) brokered cease- 
fire. the agreement suspends the 
implementation of the Slovenian 
and Croatian independence dec- 
larations, without suspending the 
actual declarations. 

It also sets a three-month 
cooling-off period and an Aug. 1 
deadline for the start of negotia- 
tions on the terms of secession. 

Croatia would also suspend im- 
plementation of its independence 
declaration and take part in nego- 
tiations with Slovenia and foe 
other republics on a new federal 
structure by Aug. 1. 

Federal President Stipe Mesic, 
a Croat, said after the accord was 
reached that “peace begins to- 
day.” 

The agreement cements a four- 
day mice that has largely held in 

(Continued on page 2) 


Tanks 
leave . 
Algiers 

ALGIERS (R) — Tanks and 
troops polled out of the Algerian 
capital early on Monday, leaving 
otoy a fraction of foe military 
presence deployed to enforce a 
state of siege last month after 
weeks of fundamentalist unrest, 
eyewitnesses said. 

The armour rumbled through 
foe curfew-bound streets only 
hours after security forces de- 
tained the man named provision- 
al leader of tbe main Islamic 
opposition, whose protests in 
May and June led to tbe army 
intervention. 

Witnesses said tanks had left 
Martyrs and May 1st squares and 
foe suburb of Bab Al Oued, 
flashpoints in the unrest in which 
40 people were killed. 

The army had already reduced 
its presence after tbe arrest on 
June 30 of Abassi Madani and Ah 
Belhadj, the leaders of tbe fun- 
damentalist Islamic Salvation 
Front (FIS). 

On Sunday, eyewitnesses said 
security forces arrested Moham- 
mad Said during a press confer? 
of Kouba, on the heights of 
Algiers, to announce his election 
as provisional leader and explain 
future strategy. 

ence called in the FIS stronghold 
as provisional leader and explain 
future strategy. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Gorbachev, Bush speed up START efforts 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev is sending his foreign 
minister and top general to 
Washington this week in a redou- 
bled effort to conclude a strategic 
arms treaty (START), the White 
House said Monday. 

“I have said before that what 
we want to do is have a summit 
meeting with the Soviets, and I've 
also said that I want this START 
agreement completed,” President 
George Bush told reporters. 

“Whether these last difficulties 
can be ironed out, we just don’t 
know. But this should be seen as 
a good sign,” Mr. Bush said. 

"It’s a good thing that they're 
coming," said Mr. Bush. 
"There’s plenty of time to get this 
done so that we can have this 
meeting at the end of July. 

Mr. Bush noted that he could 
also have a chance to talk with 


Mr. Gorbachev himself next 
week in .London after the econo- 
mic summit. 

He sent foe Soviet president an 
urgent message Saturday pressing 
him to act to bring the strategic 
arms reduction talks to a success- 
ful conclusion. 

White House Press Secretary 
Marlin Fitzwater said the Soviet 
ambassador to Washington, Vic- 
tor Komplektov, conveyed the 
Gorbachev response to Brent 
Scowcroft, the White House 
national security adviser, Sunday. 

“The Soviet delegation, 
headed by Foreign Minister (Ale- 
xander) Bessmertnykh, will ar- 
rive bn Wednesday evening," 
Mr. Fitzwater said. The delega- 
tion will also incude Mikhail 
Moiseyev, the chief of the Soviet 
general staff, and Soviet Deputy 
Foreign Minister Alexi Obukhov. 
■ They will meet with Secretary 


of State James Baker and other 
American counterparts on Thurs- 
day afternoon and Friday. 

In Moscow. Soviet Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Vitaly Chur- 
kin said Monday: “We expect this 
meeting will help energise work 
on final stage of START talks." 

Mr. Bush .also said Monday the 
meeting in Washington would try 
to dear the way for a long- 
delayed formal summit with Mr. 
Gorbachev by the end of July. 

“There’s plenty of time to get 
this done so we can have meeting 
at the end of July," Mr. Bush 
told reporters. 

The Moscow summit, the 
fourth between Mr. Bush and 
Mr. Gorbachev since Mr. Bush 
became president, was originally 
scheduled for last February, but 
was postponed because of foe 
Gulf war and the Soviet crack- 


down in the Baltics. 

Although it was rescheduled 
for the first half of this year, the 
START negotiations became 
bogged down in technical issues, 
delaying the meeting further. 

Mr. Bush said Saturday he 
believed Mr. Gorbachev was 
"very interested" in concluding 
an agreement, “and what I want 
to do is be sure that he energises 
his bureaucracy just as we’ve 
energised ours.” 

Mr. Bush, who will be in Ken- 
nebunkport, Maine, meeting 
Japanese Prime Minister Toshiki 
Kaifii when the new round of 
arms talks occurs, is to meet Mr. 
Gorbachev at the London econo- 
mic summit of the world’s leading 
industrial powers July 17. 

The U.S. president is to visit to 
Greece and Turkey after the eco- 
nomic summit 








Middle East News 


Sharon vows to 
settle million Jews 


in occupied lands 


TEL AVTV (AP) — Housing 
Minister Ariel Sharon has 
pledged to settle a million Jews in 
and around Jerusalem, also on 
other land occupied in the 1967 
Middle East war. 

Mr. Sharon spoke Sunday 
night at a ceremony marking the 
15th anniversary of the West 
Bank Jewish settlement Maaleh 
Adumim. His remarks came less 
than a week after President Bush 
criticised settlement building as 
counterproductive to peace and 
implored Israel to halt construc- 
tion. 

Israel radio said the minister 
promised 2,500 new apartments 
would be built in Maaleh Adu- 
mim over the next three years. 
The number would double the 
settlement's population, the radio 
said. 

“All this is part of the govern- 
ment plan to settle in greater 
Jerusalem, and it will take a few 
years, a million Jews,” Mr. Shar- 
on told participants. 

Newspapers reported in May 
that Mr. Sharon had pledged to 
build 36,000 housing units in 
West Bank settlements on the 
north, south and east borders of 
Jerusalem and in Jewish suburbs 
Israel has built around predomi- 


Palestinians distressed 
over exam cancellation 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) 
— Palestinian students, their 
education hit by persistent school 
closure imposed by Israel, suf- 
fered another setback this week 
when Jordan suspended pre- 
university exams in the occupied 
West Bank because of cheating. 

Palestinian educators said 
Monday the situation jeopardised the 
future of some 15.000 secondary 
school students taking two-week 
examinations to enter university. 

“This is going to afFect students 
drastically. It is one more blow in 
the ongoing deterioration of 
Palestinian education," said 
Munir Fasheh, an education re- 
searcher in Arab Jerusalem. 

Palestinians, long regarded as 
the most educated people in the 
Arab World, have seen a drastic 
fall in academic standards and a 
surge in cheating since the upris- 
ing against Israeli rule erupted in 
the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip 43 months ago. 

Mr. Fasheh said that without 
examination results endorsed by 
Jordan, young Palestinians would 
not be accepted at universities in 
any Arab state. 

Israel dosed the largest three 
Palestinian universities in the 
occupied territories in the early 
days of the uprising on the 
grounds that they were flash- 
points of unrest. It has allowed a 
few small colleges to re-open in 
the past year. 

Palestinian students and educa- 
tors said students cheated be- 
cause Israeli military closures and 
curfews have cost them half of all 
school days during the uprising. 

Palestinian schools also close 
on strike days called by the 
underground unified leadership 
of the intifada. 

“The students are paying the 
price for a situation they are not 
fully in control of. They are not 
prepared because of the closures, 
ff they are not prepared, they fail 
or cheat — and they have re- 
sorted to cheating." said Khalil 
Mahshi. principal of a private . 
school in the West Bank town of 
Ramaliah. 

In Amman, the secretary- 
general of the Education Ministry 
told the Jordan Times the minis- 
try would decide whether to re- 
sume exams “once a suitable 
education climate guarantees a 
sound course of examination pre- 
vails." 

The Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) welcomed the 


Jordanian decision as timely and 
correct but appealed to the inter- 
national community to put an end 
to “the Israeli plot to destroy 
education in the occupied terri- 
tories.” 

Mr.. Mahshi said that he-did not 
oppose the Jordanian decision. 

“It may not be the best solu- 
tion. but it's a very serious warn- 
ing to students cheating that the 
exam will not continue under 
conditions of cheating. A better 
solution might have been to can- 
cel it where cheating occurred,'' 
he told Reuters. 

He said cheating was wide- 
spread during the intifada but had 
dropped significantly this year 
after a campaign in the Palesti- 
nian press and in West Bank 
communities to halt it. 

Last year, Jordan subtracted 
points from all West Bank stu- 
dents due to cheating and scores 
were unusually low. 

Jerusalem newspapers ran ban- 
ner headlines in red announcing 
the Jordanian decision this week. 
Palestinians held marathon meet- 
ings Monday to decide what steps 
to take. 

“There is anger, a lot of anger 
and disappointment,” said a 
Palestinian intellectual who asked 
not to be identified. 

“This is the most important test 
m a student's life. There are 
15,000 who sit for exams and this 
means they don’t know what will 
be,” he told Reuters. 


Soldier still 
holding out 
in Cyprus siege 


NICOSIA (R) — A teenage sol- 
dier who briefly kidnapped four 
women soldiers at gunpoint was 
still holding troops at bay at a 
British army base in Cyprus Mon- 
day as the siege entered its fourth 
day. 

“The soldier is contained and 
we are continuing our efforts on 
negotiations for a peaceful out- 
come,” a spokesman said. He 
would not say what contact there 
had been with the 19-year-old 
private. 

The spokesman said the pri- 
vate. armed with a rifle, had been 
cm guard duty early Friday when 
he left his post and took the four 
women soldiers hostage at a bar- 
racks. 
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Kuwait ‘parliament’ convenes today 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait’s in- 
terim national assembly [beets on 
Tuesday for first time since the 
emirate was freed frort- -.Iraqi 
occupation but the movc.bty un- 
likely to satisfy oppositi{'* de- 


nantty occupied Arab east Jeru- 
salem. 

Israel occupied east Jerusalem 
in the 1967 Middle East war and 
later annexed it as its capital. It 
also occupied the West Bank and 
the Gaza Strip in that war. 

“Israel has no plan and will 
never have any plan to abandon 
(he West Bank and Gaza," Mr. 
Sharon said in his speech, parts of 
which were broadcast on Israel 
army radio. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Sha- 
mir, meanwhile, told Jewish lead- 
ers that Israel's settlement activ- 
ity was not meant as provocation 
and promised Israel would con- 
tinue to build, Israel radio re- 
ported. 

U.S. views on settlement build- 
ing have drawn debate in Israel 
after hints that American aid to 
help settle Soviet Jews could be 
conditioned on Israel’s coopera- 
tion in the peace process. 

Shamir's government has re- 
quested S10 billion in U.S. hous- 
ing loan guarantees to help 
absorb more than 280,000 Soviets 
who have arrived in the past two 
years and more than 700,000 
o there predicted to come of the 
next several years. 


mands for greater democA \ 
Oooonents. who dismiss he 


Opponents, who dismisl he 
assembly as toothless, plan a* o 
test meeting on the eve of \ ’e 
session to press demands foY a 
swift return to parliament^* 
democracy as Kuwait tries K* 
rebuild its political institutions'. 
following the Gulf war. 

"We want the people to be 
allowed to practise their right to 
decide how the country is run 
and, more importantly, how it 
should be rebuilt after libera- 
tion,” said Abdulla Nibari. leader 
of the Kuwait Democratic Forum 
and a veteran member of the 
elected parliament which was sus- 
pended five years ago. 

The emir. Sheikh Jaber Al 
Ahmed Al Sabah, suspended par- 
liament and the country's 1962 
constitution at the height of the 


1980-88 Iran-Iraq war. citing 
foreign conspiracy. 

The move followed a spate of 
bombings -and an attempt on the 
emir's life. A purely consultative 
body with no legislative powers 
was set up last year to replace the 
directly elected parliament dis- 
solved in 1986. 

The opposition believes the 75- 
seat National Council is an ille- 
gitimate form of parliamentary 
representation because it has no 
legislative power. One-third of 
the members are picked directly 
Ty the emir. 

\ The council met only once be- 
fore Iraq invaded Kuwait on 
Aug. 2, 1990. 

The opposition believes it has a 
unique opportunity to demand 
the return of basic rights under 
the constitution such as an 
elected parliament, press free- 
dom and the right to hold politic- 
al gatherings. 

The emir has already promised 
parliamentary election for Octo- 
ber 1992 but Lhe opposition is 


determined to push for an early 
return to democracy. 

The opposition will have to 
tread carefully. 

Its own gathering being held at 
the house of former parliamen- 
tary speaker Ahmed Al Saadoun 
is officially illegal because no 
more than 20 people are allowed 
to congregate without govern- 
ment permission. 

A few hundred people are ex- 
pected to attend the meeting of a 
coalition of seven opposition 
groups ranging from university 
liberals to Muslim fundamental- 
ists. 

“Our meeting is a message to 
the world that the image the 
government is trying to project of 
democracy in Kuwait is a fake 
one. The National Council does 
not represent the people," Mr. 
Saadoun said. 

Interior ministry officials say 
police will not intervene as long 
as the proceedings remain calm. 

The opposition boycotted last 
year’s elections for two-thirds of 


Hizbollah blames U.S. for 
delay in hostage release 


BEIRUT, Lebanon (Agencies) 
— The leadei of the Iranian- 
backed Hizbollah. or Party of 
God, was quoted Monday as 
accusing the United States once 
again of delaying the release of 
Western hostages in Lebanon. 

“America is playing with the 
issue of the Western hostages as a 
political card,” Abbas Musawi 
told Beirut’s Al Anwar daily. 
“Hence, it is complicating the 
issue by not pressuring Israel to 
free the prisoners it bolds.” 

Mr. Musawi said Iran had 
shown willingness to mediate a 
prisoner exchange that would 
gain the freedom of the Western 
hostages. 

Most of the 13 Westerners mis- 
sing in Lebanon — six Amer- 
icans, four Britons, two Germans 
and an Italian — are believed 
held by pro-Iranian Shiite Muslim 
extremists. 

“If America really wanted to 
free the American hostages, it 
would have responded to the 
Iranian gesture by bringing press- 
ure to bear on the Israeli enemy 
to release the Muslim prisoners,” 
Mr. Musawi said. 

“The ball is now in the Amer- 
ican court and not in that of the 
Islamic Republic or that of the 
Muslims,” he stressed. 

Various kidnap factions and 
Hizbollah, which is believed to be 
the umbrella organisation for 
some of them, have repeatedly 
demanded the release of 400 
Shiite and Palestinian prisoners in 
Israeli jails as a precondition to 
freeing the Westerners. 


More than 300 Arab prisoners 
are held in the Khiam detention 
camp in Israel's self-designated 
“security zone” in South Leba- 
non. The camp is controlled by 
Israel's militia ally, the South 
Lebanon Army. 

Other Lebanese and Palesti- 
nian are held in Israeli prisons. 
They include thousands of 
Palestinians detained during the 
42-month-old uprising against 
Israeli occupation of the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Hizbollah has also demanded 
the release of Sheikh Abdul 
Karim Obeid, a spiritual leader of 
Hizbollah in South Lebanon. He 
was kidnapped from his home in 
Jibsheet by Israeli commandos on 
July 28. 1989, and is believed held 
in Israel. 

Mr. Musawi and Sheikh 
Mohammad Mehdi Shamsed- 
dine, the highest-ranking Shiite 
cleric in Lebanon, recently said 
that Israeli prisoners of war in 
Lebanon should be freed as well. 

Seven Israeli soldiers are mis- 
sing in Lebanon, some since the 
early days of Israel’s 1982 inva- 
sion. HtzboUah claims to hold 
two of them. 

Mr. Musawi also accused the 
SLA of mistreating prisoners in 
Khiam. 

“There are plenty of young 
men being horribly tortured in 
Khiam prison, while the interna- 
tional conscience and media are 
making no move on their plight,” 
he complained. 

“We feel responsible toward 
those prisoners and. therefore. 


efforts should be exerted to save 
those captives,” he added. 

Meanwhile, the commander of 
the Israeli-backed militia in South 
Lebanon renewed an offer Mon- 
day for a prisoner swap. 

Gen. Antoine Lahad told re- 
porters that he was willing to 
trade Lebanese and Palestinians 
held by his SLA militia for Israeli 
soldiers and SLA fighters held in 
Lebanon. 

While release of Palestinians 
and members of the Shiite Mus- 
lim Hizbollah faction have been 
demanded as a condition for 
freeing the 13 Westerners missing 
in Lebanon, Gen. Lahad said the 
hostages were not his concern. 

He said “this is a problem 
which concerns Syria and Iran — 
Iran through the pressure it has 
on Hizbollah. Syria because it 
controls the Lebanese land and 
should know where these hos- 
tages are.” 

Gen. Lahad's militia, which is 
trained and financed by Israel, 
controls a 1,100-square-kilometre 
strip north of the Lebanon- Israel 
boundary line. 

“If there are contacts or an 
arrangement for exchange of de- 
tainees in Khiam against the re- 
lease of the Israeli detainees with 
Hizbollah or other organisations 
and SLA detainees with Hizbol- 
lah or other organisations, this 
can be contemplated and done,” 
Gen. Lahad said. 

“Otherwise the question of 
prisoners of Khiam cannot be 
dealt with," be added. 


Yugoslav, Slovene leaders agree on formula 


(Continued from page 1) 


Slovenia since its lightly armed 
forces repulsed army tanks and 
warplanes seeking to reimpose 
Yugoslav sovereignty over the 
republic's borders with Italy, Au- 
stria and Hungary. 

The violence in Slovenia left 62 
people dead, the Red Cross said. 

Under the accord. Slovenian 
police will control the republic's 
27 border posts a symbol for 
Slovenes of their long-sought 
sovereignty but turn over revenue 
from customs duties to the feder- 
al government. 

EC mediators, who have inter- 
ceded three times since the inde- 
pendence declarations on crisis 
missions. Helped broker the 
accord. 

The EC representative to the 
talks. Dutch Foreign Minister 
Hans van den Broek. called the 
agreement complex and 
cautioned against over-optimism: 
“It remains to be seen whether 
we have had any success.” 

The agreement also called on 
both sides to release all prisoners 
of war. Monday, the army gener- 


al staff announced that the last 
remaining army prisoners cap- 
tured by Slovene defence forces 
had been released overnight. 

Slovenia had held more than 
2.400 federal army prisoners cap- 
tured during fighting with Yugos- 
lav forces since the republic’s 
independence declaration. All 
but 91 officers had been freed 
before Sunday. 

The agreement also calls for 
federal army units to return to 
their barracks, the deactivation of 
the Slovene territorial defence 
and a return to quarters by mid- 
night Monday (2200 GMT). 
There was no word on whether 
the army would abide by the 
accord. 

The army, which is dominated 
by officers from the hardline Re- 
public of Serbia, did not heed 
civilian authority when it inter- 
vened in Slovenia. Leaders in 
Croatia and Slovenia said they 
believe the army is still not under 
the control of the government. 
Thirty-five to 50 EC observers 
are to arrive Tuesday to begin to 
monitor compliance with the 
ceasefire and terms of the accord. 


Slovenian Foreign Minister 
Dimttrij Rupel said. 

In Croatia, the army stepped in 
Sunday after it was fired on while 
uying to separate battling Croa- 
tian militiamen and armed Serbs 
in the village of Tenja, Tanjug 
said. 

A ceasefire took effect after 10 
hours of fighting, the report said. 

The village is in Slavonia, a 
swath of Croatia primarily inha- 
bited by Serbs, and is home to 
8.000 Serbs. 

Belgrade radio reported 10 
Croatian and two Serbian fighters 
died in the clash, and Croatian 
militiamen told an Associated 
Press reporter in Tenja that at 
least four of their own were killed 
and 15 wounded. The army said 
one soldier was killed. 

The civilian Serbs in Tenja said 
Monday that two of their fighters 
were killed and 18 hurt. They also 
claimed 30 Croats died after 
being trapped in a house . 

Serbia's hardline nationalist 
president. Slobodan Milosevic, 
has threatened to annex parts of 
Croatia where Serbs are in the 
majority. 


the seats in the National Council 
which is now determined to prove 
its worth as an independent 
voice. 


The assembly plans a number 
of initiatives including a proposal 
to give every Kuwaiti up to 

20.000 dinars in cash as a way of 
luring citizens back to the coun- 
try. About half of the emirate's 

700.000 citizens are believed to 
have stayed abroad although the 
war^nded four months ago. 

“I am convinced that the gov- 
ernment will always side with the 
proposals that are in the people's 
interest," the president of the 
council, Abdul Aziz Al Massaed, 
said last week. 

Kuwait is still grappling with 
security problems after seven 
months of Iraqi occupation. 

Shootings and beatings still 
occur daily and the government 
has been unable to persuade peo- 
ple to hand in weapons aban- 
doned by the Iraqi army after it 
left Kuwait in February. 


Qadhafi: 
Egyptians 
can take 


partin 

Libyan 

politics 


NICOSIA (R) — Libyan leader 
Muammar Qadhafi, pushing for 
his elusive dream of Arab unity, 
says Egyptians can take pan in 
Libya’s internal politics. 

“As of now, it is the Arab 
Egyptian's right to practice poli- 
tics through (Libya's) people's 
congresses and popular commit- 
tees,” he said in a speech Sunday 
night to celebrate the exchange of 
documents ratifying agreements 
to boost economic and political 
cooperation between Libya and 
Egypt. 

“Authority in the Great Jama- 
hiriya (Libya) is in the hand of 
the people," the Libyan news 
agency (JANA) quoted him as 
saying. 

The celebration m the Libyan 
coastal city of Benghazi was 
attended by Egyptian Prime 
Minister Atef Sedki. who took 
part in meetings of the joint 
Egyptian-Libyan “Higher Com- 
mittee for Integration.” 

The 10 pacts, ratified by the 
Egyptian parliament and Libya's 
General People's Congress ear- 
lier this year, cover areas of 
trade, oil. politics, culture and 
customs. 

Libya hopes the move would 
speed up a merger with Egypt. 
Cairo newspapers said Saturday 
the Benghazi talks would open 
the way for implementing a SI 00- 
miilion barter deal. 

After the ratification, “Egypt 
and the Nile f River) is now in the 
possession of both Libyans and 
Egyptians as is the land of Libya, 
its oil and potentials.” JANA, 
monitored in Cyprus, quoted 
Col. Oadhafi as saying. 

Egyptian-Libyan relations, 
marred for years over differences 
on Middle East policy. Have im- 
proved since Col. Oadhafi met 
Egyptian President Hosni Mubar- 
ak at an Arab summit in Morocco 
in 1989. 

Referring to his previous failed 
attempts to merge with Egypt. 
Tunisia, Sudan, Syria and Moroc- 
co, Col. Qadhafi said: 

“We have faced bitter experi- 
ences full of beneficial lessons 
and therefore we have a strong 
determination... we will not re- 
tract from our decision on merg- 
ing with Egypt in particular.” 

"Cairo should be the capital of 
the Arabs... the liberation of 
Palestine begins from Egypt.” 

Col. Qadhafi said Sudan, 
whose relations with Egypt were 
strained after Khartoum sup- 
ported Iraq in the Gulf crisis, 
should also join in the unity talks. 
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Turkish police kill 6 Kurdish Rebels 


SILOPI, Turkey (R) — Turkish security forces killed six Kurdish,! J - 
guerrillas in an operation following weekend rebel attacks on£,i 
police stations in the southeast, officials said Monday. Police also.'l^ 
detained 21 suspects after the guerrilla attacks in areas where**; v 
aJHed noops are based on the Turkish-Iraqi border. Sources dose ^ 
to the allied forces said U.S. soldiers were placed on alert after, f 
about 20 members of the outlawed Kurdish Workers Party (PKK) 
fired rockets at police stations in the border town of Silopi. Three 
wounded Turkish soldiers were being treated at a U.S. military^, 
hospital. The PKK rebels have been fighting the central govern-- K 
ment since 1981 in a separatist campaign which has claimed more;?'..* 
than 3,000 lives. The group has stepped up activities since the end; ^ 
of the Gulf war in late February. Officials say more than 75 people * 
have been killed in the past six weeks. . 


Qadhafi accepts Rafsanjani’s invitation 


NICOSIA (R) — Libyan leader Muammar Oadhafi has accepted:* 
an invitation from President Akbar Hashemi Rafcanjanr to visit." 
Iran, the Iranian news agency 1RNA reported. It quoted a press ' 
release from Mr. Rafsanjani’s office as saying Col. Qadhafi ,i 
“warmly welcomed" the idea during a telephone conversation. ■ 
No date was mentioned for the visit- Col. Qadhafi last month.’ 
played host to Mr. Rafsanjani’s wife. IRNA said Col. Qadhafi v 
invited Mr. Rnfeanjani to attend celebrations marking the ! 
inauguration of the multi-billion dollar “Great Man-Made River" 
project. The 2. 000-kilometre pipeline will link the Ubyan desert 
in the south to farmland along the Mediterranean. It did not say ; 
when the inauguration would take place. 


Mild quake in western Iran province 


NICOSIA (AP) — A mild earthquake shook the western Iranian - 
city of Khorramabad late Sunday, the Islamic Republic. News 
Agency (IRNA) reported. There were no immediate reports of 
casualties or damage, it sard. The Geophysics Institute of Tehran , 
Universitv said the quake measured 4.2 on the Richter scale, 
according" to IRNA. The scale is a gauge of the energy released by 1 
an earthquake. A quake of magnitude four can cause moderate ! 
damage. IRNA said the quake was felt shorlty before 10 p.m. 
(1830 GMT) and sent worried families onto tire streets. The, 
tremor also was felt in the nearby cities of Koohdasht and ' 
Poldokhtar, it said. 


Iranian paper lashes out at France 


TEHRAN (R) — A Tehran newspaper Monday said France’s 
refusal to accept Iranian terms on settling a billion-dollar row was 
an insult to Foreign Minister Ali Akbar Velayati. The Tehran 
Times said: "In the latest trip of Velayati to Paris, the French 
raised new problems which can only be considered a retreat from 
the initial accord reached between the two countries." Velayati’s 
failure to sign an agreement in his trip is considered in-ftself an 
insult against him. The contradictory and paradoxical attitude of- 
the French can never help in the further expansion, pf bilateral 
ties.” French newspapers said Iran asked for supplies of enriched 
uranium and this had prevented Foreign Minister Roland Dumas 
from signing an accord on Thursday with Mr. Velayati who 
returned home leaving the financial dispute unresolved. The 
Tehran Times said: “It does not seem plausible that Iran would 
suddenly ask for enriched uranium in the midst of a financial 
dispute and while there is a debate raging over past contracts.” 
Mr. Velayati was in Paris to negotiate the final points of an 
agreement on repayment of a Sl-billion loan to France by the late 
Shah, and compensation claimed by French firms for contracts 
cancelled after Iran's revolution in 1979. 


Bashir retires army chief-of-staff 


KHARTOUM (R) — Sudan’s military leader has retired his army 
chief-of-staff, Lieutenant-General Ishaq Ibrahim Omar, slate-run ' ’ 

television announced Sunday night. The station said hewas being - 
replaced by one of his deputies, Lieutenant-General Hassan ~ 
Abdul Rahman Ali. No reason was given. Sudan’s leader 
Lieutenant-General Omar Hassan Al Bashir appointed Gen. ~ : - 
Omar chief-of-staff on seizing power from Prime Minister Sadeq 
A I Mahdi in 1989, but did not include him in the ruling 13-man - * • 
junta. Gen. Bashir is also minister of defence and conmirandeF-in- - ’ * 
chief of the army which has been fighting rebels of the Sudan -■ - 
People's Liberation army in south Sudan since 1983. 


U.N. relief agency returns to Ethiopia 


ADDIS ABABA (R) — U.N. relief workers are back helping 
Sudanese refugees in western Ethiopia after pulling out of the ; 
area two months ago because of insecurity, the U.N. High ; 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said Monday. It said 16 ~ 
staff had gone to the area and an airlift to transport 1 ,700 tonnes . 
of food aid to the refugees began from the Ethiopian capital 
Addis Ababa Monday. A convoy of 13 long-haul trucks carrying J 
300 tonnes of food arrived in the western town of Gambella : 
Saturday, a UNHCR statement said. Some 400,000 refugees from , 
the civil war in Sudan were camped in western Ethiopia. But 
many fled back into Sudan during the fighting in May which >] 
ousted military dictator Mengistu Haile Mariam and brought the i 
Ethiopian People's Revolutionary Democratic Front (EPRDF) to 
power . The western region remained insecure for several weeks. 


Heroin bound for Nigeria seized in Beirut 


BEIRUT (AP) — customs officials at Beirut international airport 
confiscated 5.9 kilogrammes of partially processed heroin from 
two women bound for Nigeria, police said Monday. A police 
official said the two women detained Sunday night for questioning 
by the police department's anti-narcotics bureau were Eunis 
Oladijo. 35, and Jennifer Hemig. 3V. The official said the drugs 
were concealed in the women’s suitcases. He estimated the resale 
value at $90,000. He refused ro give further details. It was the 
second drug bust m two months involving a flight bound foi 
Nigeria, police said. Since 1989, Lebanon has emerged as a majoi 
source of Heroin production. There are reportedly some IC 
heroin processing plants in the country. 
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Amman 64 per ccnl. Aqaba 30 pet 
cent. 


EMERGENCIES 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Hisfaaxn Kanan 790286 

Dr. Anwar Musa Al Haj 771020 

Dr. Adel Amman 812148 

Dr. Saleh Zaycd 7V0677 

Firas pharmacy 6619 12 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Asema pharmacy 637055 

Nanoukh pharmacy 623672 

AJ Sal am pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shraccsani pharmacy ...637660 


ERBID: 

Dr. Ali Shuqairi 

AlSharaa' pharmacy 


<— ) 

<275825) 


Yesterday ’« high temperatures: Am- 
man 27. Aqaba 35. Humidity readings: 


ZARQA: 

Dr. tea Al Omari (— ) 

Kholrfch pharmacy 685417 


Food Con l ro I Centre 

Civil Defence Department .... 
Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 

Civil Defence Emergency .... 

Rescue Police 192. 621 1 1 

Fire Brigade 

Blood Bank 

Highway Police 

Traffic Polkc 

PubhcSecartty Department 

Hotel Comptnoii 

Price Complaints 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 

Amman Municipality 

Com plum is 

Telephone information 

(directory assistance) 

Overseas CaRs 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 

Abdali Telephone Repair? ... 

Jordan Television 

Radio Jordan 

RJ Flight Informal ion 


Oucen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 


AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 


..630341 
. .. . W 

1.637777 
.891228 
775121 
843402 
.. 8963Q0 
. .630321 
.605800 
..661176 


.. 623101 
.. 661101 
.. 773111 
..774111 
08-53200 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre ... 
Khalidi Maternity . J. Aran , 

Alukh Maternity. J. Amn.. 
Jahal Amman Maternity... 

Malhas. J. Amman 

Palestine. ShmcHam 

Shmcivmi Hospital 

University Hospital 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 

The Islamic. Abdali 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 

Italian. Al-Muhajrcen 

A I -Bashir. J. Ashrafieh 

Army. Marks 

Oucen Alia Hospital 

Amal Hospital 

ZARQA: 

ZarqaGovt. Hospital 

Zarqa National Hospital .. 

Ibn Sina Hospital 

DUUD-. 

Princess Basma Hospital .. 
Greek Catholic Hospital 
Ibn Al Nafccs Hospital 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


Caro (MS) 

13*30 Moscow (SV) 

Lamaca(CY) 

2*h2S Amsterdam (KL) 

2tJ0 Beirut (ME) 

23:15 Khartoum (SU) 

09:15 Bucharest (RO) 


15 Bucharest (RO) 

market prices 


Uppcr/krwcr price ia 

We 

Apricots 



Banana (Makammar) 


Bh per kg. 
... 700 / 300 


. 813813/32 
.. 6442KI/6 
.. 642441/2 

642362 

... .636140 
.. 064171/4 

069131 

84 SMS 

.. 667227/9 
.666127/37 
.. 664164/6 
.. 777101/3 
. 775111/26 
. 891611/15 
. 602240/50 
674155 


QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


DEMSTVIBS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

(Terminal 1) 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 


(09)983323 

(09)900560 

(091986732 


(02)275555 

(02)272275 

(02)247100 


QfcJO Singapore. Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 

•fcU Muscat (RJ) 

IfcM Aqaba (RJ) 

IMS Abu DhaM (RJ) r 

'lfcJ» Dubai (RJ) 

1UM Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

Ifc3» London (RJ) 

17:68 New Yourfc, Montreal (RJ) 

1840 Cairo (RJ) 

18:55 Frankfurt (RJ) 

19:15 Belgrade (RJ) 

20s26 Tripoli (RJ) 

21:59 .... Frankfurt. Copenhagen (RJ) 


- - Aqaba (RJ) 

Brussels (Rj> 

Belgrade (RJ) 

Tripoli (RJ) 

Vienna. Frankfurt (RJ) 

Amsterdam, New York (RJ) 
Rome. Madrid (RJ) 


Geneva. Paris (RJ; 

» ::::::::::::::::::::::: 

- Jeddah (RJ) 

J 1 '* 5 — Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 

Damascus (RJ) 

02:40 Doha (RJ) 


Cabbage 

Carrot 

Cauliflower 

Cora “ 

Cucumbers /large) 

Cucumbers (small) 

Eggpbnt 

Garlic 

Grapes 

Grapefruit 

Lemon 

Marrow (huge) . 

Marrow (sma8) 

Okra | * 

Onion (thyr) 

Orange 

Peaches - 

Plums ... 


Other Flights (Terminal 2) 


Pepper (b«) 

Pepper (sweet) 

Potato 


1M5 

t&tt 

*WB 


- - Cairo (MS) 

Moscow (SV) 

Khartoum (SU) 


— s- 

Sweet melon ._ 

Tomatoes 

Watenncloa 


.... TOO f 300 
... 850 / 750 
... 500 / 450 
... 450 / 400 

- 550/300 
... 120/80 
... 180/120 
.. 200 /ISO 
... 180/ 120 

120/ 80 
... 230/180 
... 180/120 
750 / 650 

- 400/300 
:. 320/280 
_ 500 / 400. 
.. 120/80 

250/200 
.. 600 /500 - 
.. 180/120 
400 / 300 

- .550/450 
.. 450 / 200 

- 200/150 
..300 / 250 
...320/280 : 

600/S30 
-.300 / 250* 
-■250/200. 
120/40 
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-v. Geneva. 
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i^atan came after the Jordanian 
-^government, offered to help 
^JATA relocate to the Middle 
/East. The choice to move to 
’Amman is seen as especially sig- 
nificant because of the auroral 
of nHArab countries’ airlines. 
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The .announcement was made 
'by the Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, which said that different mat- 
ters related to . the operations of 
the office were reviewed by 
IATA Director General Gunter 
Eserand Deputy- Prime Minister 
.And. Minister- erf Transport Ali 
Suheimat. 

*The two officials discussed 


cooperation between IATA and 
'-Jotdan hl general and the facili- 
ties which the Jordanian govern- 
-merit will provide for the new 
' - regional office, which is to be 
formally opened Tuesday. 

An official from die Royal 
Jordanian (RJ), the national air 
carrier. roW the Jordan Tunes 
.that the regional office would be 
housed close to RTs head office 
.in the Housing Bank centre in 
Amman. 

- Mr. Suhehnat and Dr. Eser will 

sign, the memorandum of under- 
standing and address a press con- 
ference Tuesday to give further 
details about the agreement, 
according to an RJ statement. 

RJ Chief Executive Officer 
Hcsam Abu Ghazaieh was pre- 
sent at the Monday meeting 
which discussed coordination 
among IATA, RJ and the other 
.Arab airlines. 

The memorandum provides for 
‘ IATA to benefit from Jordanian 
. air transport expertise and to 
employ Jordanians in posts related 
to administrative and supervisory 
affairs in civil aviation. 

IATA," which represents 120 
world airlines, was founded in 
1945 to promote safe, regular and 
economic air transport, to de- 
velop air commerce and to pro- 
vide a means of international air 
transport collaboration. 
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VTC, YMCA to train 
unskilled expatriates 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Voca- 
tional Training Corporation 
(VTC) and the Young Men’s 
Christian Association (YMCA) 
Jordan are joining hands to 
. provide training to unskilled 
young men returning from the 
-GtjJf region to help. them, get 
; employment in the; country. 

• The programme of training is 
to be financed by YMCA while 
toe. training courses wifi be pro- 
vided by the VTC in cooperation 
with businesses and institutions of 
toe - private and 'public' sector, 
according to an agreement signed ' 
by-tbe two sides bere Monday. 

. • Tinder toe agreement, the VTC 
will , start training- courses tor 
these young people- in stone 
buxkfing, brick laying, reinforced 
concrete making, - plastering, 
pl nmhing , central hearing and 
electric ■. , ^ . , 

The VTC will ofier: training to 
the young men and wotnertat-its 
ownceatresand wMtaward diplo- 
mas Jo the graduates enabling 
them to acquire Jobs in their 
respective trades, smd.the agree- 
ment which was sigred by VTC 
Director General Ahmad Atwan 
and YMCA Vice-President for 
Jordan' Anis Muasher. 

..Thej. YMCA- undertook to fi- 
nance the project .by paying for 
the. touring, courses and taking 
charge of the project's administra- 
tion, foe-agreement said. It said 
that foe YMCA would be offer- 
ing a JD 25 in pocket money and 
will ensure means of transport for 
each trainee during the courses; 

The YMCA. has initially allo- 
cated $100,000 to finance toe 
programme-which will benefit 100 
trainees -in the first stage for a 


period of six months, Mr. 
Muasher told the Jordan limes. 

He said that if the project 
proved successful, toe YMCA 
would be willing to carry our a 
similar project later. - 

Most of the returnees to Jordan 
were expatriates living in Kuwait 
and, according to several esti- 
mates, the 400,000-strong 
Jordanian-Palestintan community 
in the emirate has now shrank to 
nearly 100,000. 

Most of toe returnees have lost 
their means of subsistence, then- 
savings and other property and 
found themselves jobless in Jor- 
dan. 

- The VTC has now opened a 
register to recruit young men 
willing to acquire a trade and 
said that those wishing to register 
can call at the Ministry of Labour 
-or the training centres of Yajouz. 
Sahab mid Ain Al Basha. 

Lari month, a statement from 
the prime minister’s office urged 
all government departments and 
public institutions to coordinate 
plans with toe VTC to provide 
training for the unemployed 
citizens. The communique said 
that the VTC was offering various 
types of training courses in a 
number of trades to prepare skil- 
led workers for the local market 
and to raise the efficiency of 
other workers. 

It said that the VTC s program- 
mes envisaged training no less 
than 14;000 citizens during 1991. 

The move was seen as a clear 
trend on toe part of the govern- 
ment to substitute foreign work- 
ers with local labourers and skil- 
led people in areas now filled by 
non-Jordanians. 
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Duleil inhabitants 
complain about 
animalfavms 

ZARQA (Petra). — The 30,000 
' inhabitants ofT)uleil, within toe 
Zarqa Govemorate’ are suffering 
from toe bad smells caused by the 
presence . of cattle . and sheep 
farms within the municipality’s 
* boundaries and are. raising com- 
ptemlS with the concerned au- 
thorities. 

"Mayor Akram Al Awadat said 
in* a- statement that - four such 
famA exist witfaur toe town and 
60 dose to it; all are set up 
without proper study or planning 
with the municipal council and 
without consideration to the 
negative consequences on the 
general environment. 

’-•-Mr. Awadat urged -the con- 
cerned authorities to take speedy 
.measures and find .solutions to 
this chronic problem. - 
- ^.Agriculture Department Dfrec- 
tattn Zarq* Ibrahim Abu Arileh 
sad that the problem of the 
ice of animal farms in 
was an old one and toe 


li&try of 'Agriculture was 
ngto deal with thc problem by 
aining. from* issuing licences 
hew farms without toe munid- 
ty’s rapptwai. - 


The munidpality itself is empo- 
wered to prevent toe establisb- 
ment of any. farm within its bor- 
ders unless the project is 
approved by the Minisriy of 
Mtmidpal and Rural Affairs and 
the Environment, Mr. Abu 
Atileh said. 

He said that the Ministry of 
Agriculture would pursue this 
issue and try to find a solution 
that would safeguard livestock 
wealth, on the one hand, and to 
protect public health and toe 
environment on the other. 

According to Mr. Abu Atileh, 
the Zarqa Govemorate is now 
raising nearly 306,000 heads of 
goats and sheep, but 60,000 of 
these have been removed from 
outside toe town’s boundaries. 
He said that there was a total of 
5,826 heads of cattle, about 4,000 
of which 'have been moved out- 
side the. Duleil area. 

The Deputy Governor of Zar- 
qa Govemorate, Mr. Ghaieb 
lzmeqna, said that his office 
would conduct an inspection tour 
of the whole region to study toe 
situation and to find ways of 
ensuring proper and effective 
solutions. 


PubficftoHd&y announced 






; AMMAN (fetra) — Prime Minister Taber Masri Monday issued 
a^^mtxmque announcing that Saturday, July 13, 1991, will be a 
jwbhc hoEday on the occasion of toe new Hijra year. All 
goveriiment dcpartments and institutions, as well as public 
^Stabfehmeate, wfll be dosed . Saturday in observance of the 
pd^imi, according to the communique. 



Her Majesty Queen Noor Monday watches a 
Swekneh mother weaving a broom as part of the 


Brown and basket project bong implemented in 
area (Petra photo) 


Queen inspects implementation 
of projects in Sweimeh village 


SOUTH SHUNEH (J.T.) — Her 
Majesty Queen Noor AI Hussein 
Monday visited Sweimeh village 
where a “quality of life project" is 
being implemented by Noor Al 
Hussein Foundation (NHF) to 
help improve the standard of 
living of the village residents and 
proride better public services. 

The Queen, accompanied by 
officials, toured the various parts 
of the village and met its mayor 
and council members who pro- 
vided a briefing on the projects 
already implemented. 

The Queen distributed title 
deeds for housing units to local 
residents and diplomas to the 
graduates of a training course on 
mother and child care organised 
by the Health Ministry. 

Towards the end of toe visit, 
toe Queen met members of the 
Village’s Mother and Child Club 


and heard their demands and 
needs. 

It was under the Queen's direc- 
tives in 1988 that the project 
started for the development of 
the village of Sweimeh. which is 
located in the central Jordan Val- 
ley region, near the Dead Sea. 

The Health Ministry, in coop- 
eration with the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) office in 
Amman, embarked on a health 
scheme for the village and several 
projects have already begun. 
According to a NHF statement, 
the zoning and mapping of the 
village was authorised by the 
Jordan Valley Authority (JVA). 
A decision was taken to assign 20 
residential units for 20 families 
and 20 more will follow, the 
statement said. 

The statement said that, among 


those completing a training 
course in mother and child care 
were 15 local women who re- 
ceived their training at the local 
health clinics run by the Health 
Ministry. 

Other projects being im- 
plemented by the NHF in the 
area include: the broom and bas- 
ket production project, the fish 
pond, which will benefit 10 fami- 
lies: fruit tree planting, which 
entails the distribution of 750 
saplings to SO families and raising 
goats. 

According to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, similar projects 
are being implemented in the 
villages of Bassah. in the Amman 
area. Kunia. in the Zarqa Gov- 
emorate. Dana, in the Tafileh 
Govemorate and Hashemieh in 
the Zarqa Govemorate. 


Seminar assesses pilot 
village school project 


By FJ«a Nasr aBah 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A seminar was 
organised in Amman Monday 
by the Ministry of Education 
and toe regional office of toe 
United Nations Educational. 
Scientific and Cultural Orga- 
nisation (UNESCO) to make 
an evaluation of a pilot project 
which aims at focusing atten- 
tion on the role of toe village 
school in human resources de- 
velopment 

Ministry of Education 
Secretary General Muntoer Al 
Masri, who addressed the 
meeting, reviewed the govern- 
ment’s efforts to promote pilot 
projects through a special tech- 
nical ad hoc committee. The 
ministry has been selecting 
schools in Jordanian villages 
for holding vocational training 
programmes benefiting the loc- 
al communities. Dr. Masri 
said. 

He added that the Ministry 


of Education strongly sup- 
ported the idea of continued 
education and sought to ex- 
pand it and to stimulate in- 
teraction between the school 
and toe local community. 

UNESCO Representative 
Salah Yaqoub said that the 
village school pilot project was 
one aspect of educational in- 
novation and a means for 
promoting community de- 
velopment. 

Dr. Yaqoub said UNESCO 
was willing to fully cooperate 
with the Ministry of Education 
in all matters related to prom- 
oting the role of the village 
school in developing local com- 
munities in the Kingdom. 

The pilot project is being 
implemented within the Minis- 
try of Education's 1990-1991 
expansion scheme in coopera- 
tion with UNESCO. 

Commenting on the semi- 
nar. Dr. Yaqoub said that a 
total of seven villages are now 


involved but it was hoped that 
150 more villages could be 
included within the next three 
years, especially if the United 
Nations Development Prog- 
ramme (UNDP) is encouraged 
to provide financial help. 

Dr. Yaqoub told the Jordan 
Times that the initial stages of 
the project started in 1988 
when UNESCO allocated 
funds to help toe Ministry of 
Education start the project in 
limited areas. 

UNESCO has now received 
sufficient funds to operate 20 
such pilot schools in villages 
near Amman, Zarqa and Irbid, 
Dr. Yaqoub said. 

He said that this new project 
was aimed at benefiting stu- 
dents of expatriate families, 
returning to Jordan from the 
Gulf region. 

Representatives of various 
international organisations 
operating in Jordan and the 
Ministry of Education were 
present at the meeting. 


Minister calls for implementation 
comprehensive educational plan 


AMMAN (Petra) — Education 
Minister Eid Dahiyat Sunday said 
that the ministry’s strategy during 
the next stage would be governed 
by toe directives and major 
guidelines of the comprehensive ‘ 
educational development plan. 

At a meeting with directors of 
education departments. Dr. 
Dahiyat called for mobilising all 
available resources to implement 
the educational development 
plan which is the “culmination of 
toe distinguished efforts of the 
Ministry of Education." 

Dr. Dahiyat said that the 
ministry was pressing ahead with 
the implementation of the educa- 
tional development plan and de- 
scribed it as a scientific revolution 
in toe area of administrative de- 
velopment. 


He called for reviving toe idea 
of Al Hussein camps for youth 
saying that they enhance the 
sense of belonging and encourage 
team work. 

He also stressed the need for 
enhancing the concept of institu- 
tional work at the various minis- 
try departments and called for 
achieving a qualitative leap in the 
education methodology. 

The minister underlined the 
importance of changing the 
methods of education with a view 
to concentrating on discussion, 
dialogue and analytical methods 
rather than the dictation and 
memorisation method. 

Dr. Dahiyat emphasised the 
need for encouraging innovative 
thinking and ensuring an atmos- 
phere of freedom where criticism 


: and freedom of expression can 
thrive. He also called for streng- 
thening channels of dialogue and 
communication between teachers 
and parents councils and the com- 
munity at large. 


Second sit-in in a week 
protests conditions of 
Palestinians in Israeli jails 


By Odeh Odeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — For toe second time 
in less than a week groups of 
people staged a sit-in at the head 
office of the International Com- 
mittee of the Red Cross (ICRC ) 
in protest against the inhuman 
treatment of Palestinians jailed in 
Israeli prisons. 

“Who will stop the sufferings 
of our sons in Israeli jails?” asked 
Jordanian and Palestinian women 
as they stood for several hours 
under the sun in front of the 
ICRC office. 

Palestinian prisoners have been 
holding an open hunger strike 
since June 23 to protest ill- 
treatment by their Israeli jailers. 

At least 18.000 Palestinian pris- 
oners in five Israeli prisons are 
participating in the strike. 

Issam Abdul Hadi. president of 
the Palestinian Women's Federa- 


- - ■>/■'** ytfJiBW 


non in Jordan and one of the 
organisers, said that the sit-in, 
which lasted from 10 a.m. until 6 
p.m. was organised in coopera- 
tion with Jordanian and Palesti- 
nian women groups and relatives 
of toe imprisoned people. 

She said that the sit-in was to 
voice the Arab people's anger 
over toe bad treatment of the 
Palestinian detainees who are de- 
prived of proper food, hygiene 
and clothes and are exposed to 
physical torture. 

The protesters raised posters 
calling for food and medicine to 
be provided by international 
organisations and toe ICRC to 
the Palestinian prisoners and de- 
tainees. 

The last sit-in in front of the 
ICRC was held Tuesday, July 2, 
when 400 people took part in the 
peaceful protest. 

Following the sit-in. the partici- 
pants handed toe ICRC officials a 


note deploring toe inhuman treat- 
ment of toe Palestinian men and 
women in Israeli jails and caliinc 
on world organisations to force 
Israel to respect toe Palestinian 
people’s human rights and inter- 
national laws and rules with re- 
gard to toe treatment of prisoners 
of war and political prisoners. 

The note pointed out that the 
prisoners were deprived of food . 
medicine and medical care, and 
this led to the death of many c-f 
them. It said that the prisoners 
live under very severe conditions. 
They are placed in solitary con- 
finement or under the sun for 
hours on end. Many prisoners ar^ 
systematically tortured or interr > 
gated. 

The note appealed to the ICRC 
to ensure the release of the de- 
tainees, to provide international 
protection to the Palestinian, 
citizens and to help the Palesti- 
nians regain their legitimate 
rights in their own homeland. 



Relatives of Palestinian prisoners and detainees in 
Israeli prisons Monday hold their second protest in 
front of the International Committee of the Red 


Cross (ICRC) offices in Amman (Photo by Yosstf 
Al ’Allan) 


Gulf students sit for exams in Amman 

PLO supports decision 
on tawjihi examination! 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
Monday voiced support for a 
decision taken by the Ministry of 
Education in Amman to suspend 
tawjihi examinations in the occu- 
pied West Bank schools for this 
year and accused toe Israeli au- 
thorities of being behind the 
obstacles that impeded normal 
procedures in the examination - 
halls. 

PLO Executive Committee 
Member Abdul Razzaq Al Yahya 
told the Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, that the suspension of the 
examination session was taken in 
coordination with the PLO’s 
Higher Education Department 
and upon recommendations from 
the authorised Palestinian institu- 
tions in toe occupied West Bank. 

The decision was taken follow- 
ing reports chat widespread 
cheating occurred during the En- 
glish language examination. Bri- 
gadier Abdul Razzaq Al Yahya 
said. 

Reports reaching here from the 
West Bank said that the Israeli 
authorities had opened toe ex- 
amination halls and allowed irres- 


ponsible elements to sabotage the 
examination process with the pur- 
pose of creating anarchy, said 
Brig. Yahya. “The Israeli author- 
ities are held folly responsible for 
toe disruption of the examina- 
tion.’’ he added. 

“The Ministry of Education's 
decision to suspend toe examina- 
tion was absolutely neccessary to 
stop the cheating," Brig- Yahya 
said. 

Iii announcing the suspension 
decision, toe ministry Saturday 
blamed lack of order in the ex- 
amination halls and interference 
by citizens in toe examination 
process. 

Ministry Secretary General 
Muntber Al Masri said that re- 
sumption of the examination 
would take place once a favour- 
able educational climate has been 
guaranteed. 

Dr. Masri said that up to 
12.000 students were affected by 

the decision. m 

Brig. Yahya voiced apprecia- 
tion to Jordan for its continued 
cooperation with the Higher 
Education Department in orga- 


nising the examination and run- 
ning school curricula in the Wes: 
Bank despite the numerous diffi- 
culties. 

He appealed to educational in- 
stitutions and parents of students 
in the West Bank to take steps to 
protect toe educational process 
and prevent any tampering with 
it. 

Brig. Yahya also appealed to 
toe United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organisa- 
tion (UNESCO) to help end what 
he called Israel’s sabotage of the 
Palestinian educational process. 

Meanwhile, the Ministry of 
Education here Monday orga- 
nised a tawjihi examination ses- 
sion for 132 male and female 
students, who arrived bere from 
the Gulf countries, in the literary 
and scientific streams. 

The ministry providdd three ex- 
amination bails in Amman, 
Zarqa and Irbid and said that tire 
examinations were being orga- 
nised following a decision by the 
Minister of Education to aiio-.v 
toe students to sit for toe ex- 
aminations in Jordan. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

EXHIBITIONS 

& An exhibition of paintings and sculptures by Showqi Sbookini, 
Mohammad Al Jalous and Rlfqi AJ Razzaz at Abdul Hameed 
Shomaa Foundation 19 a.m. — 5 p.m. 

'fr Ceranrfcs exhibition by Margaret Tadros and Nqjwa Annab at 
the Spanish Cufcnral Centre. 

ft Embroidery exhibition at Jordan In tercon (mental Hotel. 
ft ExMMtfon of paintings by Maysoon Sawalha, Bassam Stiawi 
and Yousef Al Bis at Yannouh University. 
ft Art exhibition by Khafid Maazi at toe Royal Cnhural Centre. 

LECTURES 

ft Lecture entitled “Measuring the Fit of New Pnbtic Biddings to 

OM” by Dr. F&rosq Yaghmour al the Goethe Inztitnt? 7.94 

pjtL 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


Chinese premier thanks King 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Monday received 
a cable from Chinese Prime Minister U Peng at the conclusion of 
his two-day visit to Jordan. Mr. Li expressed gratitude and 
appreciation to King Hussein over the warm welcome and 
hospitality members of the Chinese delegation received in Jordan. 
“Although our visit was short, it was fruitful and has left in our 
minds lovely and deep impressions,” Mr. Li said. The Chinese 
premier added: “We will return to China carrying the Jordanian 
people’s feelings of love towards the Chinese people.” In the 
conclusion of his cable, Mr. Li wished King Hussein continued 
good health and happiness and the Jordanian people further 
progress and prosperity. 

Senate calls a meeting for the House 

AMMAN (Petra) — Upper House of Parhament Speaker Ahmad 
Al Lawzi decided Monday to call toe House for a meeting on 
Thursday at 10 a.m. Lower House Speaker Abdul Latif Arabiyat 
also called the Lower House for a meeting on Thursday at 10 a.m. 
The Lower House committees’ chairmen and rapporteurs are 
scheduled to hold a meeting Tuesday raoming while toe House's 
Financial Committee will meet the same day to elect a chairman. 
On Monday, Minister of Municipal and Rural Affairs and the 
Environment Salim Al Zubi resigned from toe Lower House’s 
Investigations Committee because of being appointed minister. 
Mr. Znbi was the committee’s chairman. 

Lannert replaces Reid at UNICEF 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The United Nations Children’s Fund (UN- 
ICEF) has appointed Edward Lannert as regional director of toe 
Amman-based Regional Office for toe Middle East and North 


Africa (MENA). He succeeds Richard Reid, who was appointed 
director of the Public Affairs Division at UNICEF headquarters 
in New York. Before bis appointment as regional director, Mr. 
Lannert served as UNICEF representative in Egypt. Mr. Lan- 
nert, a PhD holder from the University of Wisconsin, assumed 
many senior posts in UNICEF. He served as Chief of the 
Programme Analysis and Evaluation Section and then as deputy 
director of toe Programme Development and Planning Division aL 
UNICEF headquarters in New York. Mr. Lannert joined 
UNICEF in 1966 as a programme officer in Lusaka. Zambia, 
where he was responsible for UNICEF programmes of coopera- 
tion in both Zambia and Malawi. 

AYF assists people in the south 

AMMAN (Petra) — Representative of the Arab Youth Forum 
(AYF) Dr. Abdullah Kanaan Sunday said that the AYF had 
collected JD 28,436 to help the flood-afflicted people in the south 
of Jordan. Dr. Kanaan said that the amount was transferred to a 
special account, opened at the Housing Bank, to assist the people 
hi the south of Jordan who were heavily affected by torrential 
rains in March. He said that the AYF would continue its efforts to 
raise funds apd help the people in that area, and called on afi 
citizens and o rg a n isations wishing to make contributions to the 
south to contact toe AYF General Secretariat. 

T earn to supervise repair works in south 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Public Works and Housing Saad 
Hayei Surour decided Monday to form a technical team to 
supervise toe renovation and repair works in areas and facilities 
wluchwere damaged by rainstorms and floods last winter season 
in south Jordan. According to toe decision, toe team, which will 
start its work Tuesday, will be based in Tafileh. 
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The writino is ©si the wall 


THE WORLD, including some of the Arab states, kept 
a very pointed silence over the Lebanese army’s 
onslaught against Palestinian fighters in Sooth Leba- 
non and the compounded misery of the refugees living 
in squalid camps there. Nobody knows yet bow many 
people were actually killed and how many are In 
detention after the confrontation, which saw the army 
assuming control of all Palestinian bases in the area. 

Granted that government control of all Lebanese 
territory was a strategic objective in efforts to snafT out 
aflf remnants of the civil strife that characterised the 
country for the past 36 years. Now that the Palesti- 
nians have paid their price in the bargain, the issue 
that confronts the international community, which 
took pains to repeatedly state its concern over the dvfl 
war in Lebanon, is how to farther advance- the 
objective of ensuring that the Beirut gov e r n ment 
exercises complete control over the country and 
regains its full sovereignty and territorial integrity. 

Needless to say, such a goal will be elusive as long as 
the leaders of the “new world order” pussyfoot 
around the Israeli presence in South Lebanon. Surpri- 
singly, we have heard little from these quarters of any 
concern over the possibility that the disarmed Palesti- 
nians in the camps in Sooth Lebanon are now left 
vulnerable to any assault by the Israelis and their 
client gunmen, the South Lebanon Army (SLA). If 
anything, what we have heard is a flat reftisal by Israel 
to end its occupation of South Lebanon and a 
toughening of position by the SLA chieftain, Antoine 
Lahd. 

Indeed, South Lebanon is another test-case for the 
j United Nations, which joined hands to reverse Iraq’s 
occupation of Kuwait, whether it can adopt any 
practical action to implement its own caU, Security 
Council Resolution 425 which demands a total Israeli 
withdrawal from South Lebanon. If oar experience 
with the big power (s) controlling the tote of the world 
is any indication, then it is a safe bet that Israel’s 
occupation of Lebanese territory will continue to be 
reality for quite some time to come. 

But, let the world not forget, it win be the sole 
responsibility of the international community at large 
if another massacre of Palestinians takes place in 
South Lebanon. And this time around, it will not be 
any easier for anyone to forget that the writing was on 
the wall. 


AKA® B£ PKESS C^WENTARIES 


A1 Ra’i Arabic daily Monday criticised the new Arab League 
secretary general for ‘'continuing to behave” as foreign minister 
of Egypt rather as the Arab League's chief whose duty is to serve 
all Arab countries and not only Egypt's interests. The paper said 
that Bsmat Abdul Meguid has not yet said a single word in 
defence of the Iraqi people in the face of continued economic 
sanctions and is acting as if he is still Egyptian foreign minister 
and not secretary- general of the Arab League elected to offer 
services to all Arab countries on equal footing. “We are pained to 
see the Iraqi civilian population facing shortages of food and 
medicine, and the non-Kuwaiti Arabs facing repression in Kuwait 
at a time when most of the Arab capitals remain tight lipped and 
the Arab League supporting those Arab states which chose to side 
with the U.S.-led alliance against Iraq," said the paper. Abdul 
Meguid. who was chosen for the post of Arab League chief, is still 
behaving as foreign minister of a country which led the anti-Iraqi 
group of Arab countries, the paper continued. “We still hope that 
the .Arab League chief will issue a very modest condemnation of 
the Western, racist and hostile attitude against Iraq and a call for 
■the implementation of the international legitimacy on equal 
footing in all issues.” the paper said. “We will wait to see if the 
Arab League secretary general is truly Arab, serving all Arab 
countries and if he is really fit to assume that status.” the paper 
concluded. 


Al Dustour daily lauded the government of Prime Minister Tahcr 
Masri for keeping its word and abolishing martial law. “ Abo- 
lishing the martial law at this stage is considered a critical and very 
significant step on the way towards complementing structure of 
democracy in Jodan,” said the paper. “The cancellation of the 
martial law which has been in existence since the 1967 war, came 
on the eve of the opening of the extraordinary session of the 
Lower House of Parliament thus giving further momentum for the 
democrat] sarion process and enhancing hope that the' country is 
heading for the establishment of the state of institutions.'' the 
paper noted. “Furthermore, the cancellation of the martial law 
manifests Jordan's true commitment to the defence of human 
rights and displays the government's genuine desire to respond to 
farther public demands,” it continued. “We note here that 
martial law rules will remain valid with regard to the economic 
security committee decisions, yet this does not mar the govern- 
ment decisions, especially at this stage as these rules merely 
concern financial and economic matters.” said the paper. The 
paper congratulated the Jordanian people on the end of the 
martial law and the blossoming of democracy in a country set 
amidst a region that lacks all forms and meanings of democratic 
rule. 


Creeping annexation and economic pressure 


By Phyllis Bennis 


THREE months after the Gulf 
war, a double crisis looms over 
occupied Palestine. Just as 
Washington's devastation of 
Iraq laid the basis for a newly 
[ unchallenged U.S. domination 
of the Middle East as a whole, 
so the dual demons of escalat- 
, ing settlement-building and 
! tightening economic pressure 
threaten to derail the hard 
won gains of the intifada. 

It has been little more than a 
year since my last visit, and the 
difference is almost palpable. 
The pressure of massive Soviet 
and significant Ethiopian Jew- 
ish emigration, along with 
mounting U.S. aid (despite 
gentle acknowledgements that 
the settlements are an “obsta- 
cle to peace”), have led to a 
vast construction boom 
throughout occupied Palestine. 
Enormous cranes dot every 
hilltop; the tiny mobile-home 
“settlements” ostentatiously 
established on the occasion of 
each visit of Secretary of State 
James Baker, are rapidly being 
transformed into permanent 
settlements. Despite the econo- 
mic and absorption problems 
facing Tel Aviv, there is a clear 
sense of Israeli expansionism 
on the offensive. 

The small Shofat refugee 
camp, inside the newly-ex- 
panded city limits of Jeru- 
salem. provides a stark exam- 
ple of this creeping annexa- 
tion. Once outside of the city 


itself, bounded by rock-strewn 
hills populated by herds of 
sheep and goats, it is now 
virtually encircled by new Jewish 
settlements, each perched on 
top of the surrounding hills. It 
is almost cut off now from the 
rest of the Palestinian West’ 
Bank. 


One camp resident de- 
scribed how the land seizures 
are carried out. Provocations 
designed to encourage Palesti- 
nian youth to stone military 
patrols, or in some instances 
“sting” operations in which 
settlers or soldiers themselves 
stone or even shoot at Israeli 
Egged bqses, are staged. In 
response, military authorities 
place the entire area under 
curfew or siege. With the 
Palestinian population thus 
restricted to their homes, milit- 
ary camps and rud im e ntar y pre- 
fab settlements are con- 
structed. while settler lawyers 
obtain immediate court orders 
for land seizures based on 
“security” needs. 


work. Jewish Jerusalem need 
no permit. 

It is not only in the cities that 
the settlement squeeze is run- 
ning at full speed. In the north- 
ern West Bank, on the way to 
Nablus, is the tiny village of 
Marda’a. For generations Mar- 
da’a was a farming and herding 
village, with many families 
raising olive trees and grazing 
their sheep and goats on the 
bills behind the village. After 
the occupation, all of that 
changed. By the late 1970s, the 
settlement that was to become 
the largest settlement on the 
West Bank, was built on the 
far side of the hills behind 
Marda’a. It was called Ariel. 


stone steps down to a subterra- 
nean well maybe SO metres 
beneath the earth. 

All over Palestine, villages 
like Marda’a are threatened 
with this creeping annexation. 

The settlement boom ex- 
acerbates the relentless econo- 
mic pressure of what appears 
to be the latest weapon in 
Israel's anti-intifada arsenal. 

In the West Bank, economic 
pressure is building. Jobs are 
becoming scarce, and Palesti- 
nians returning from the Gulf 
are penniless and unemployed. 
Many Palestinian institutions 
have lost crucial funding from 
Gulf donors. Jerusalem's Al- 
Makassad Hospital, for exam- 


“The settlement boom exacerbates the 
relentless economic pressure of what 


appears to be the latest weapon in Israel’s 
anti-intifada arsenal.” 


According to a Shofat Camp 
activist, Jerusalem Mayor Ted- 
dy Kolleck. with government 
support, has vastly expanded 
the borders of the city itself. A 
Palestinian attempting to. 
obtain a building permit wilT 
pay more than $30,000 before 
even beginning to build a 
house. Military ordets forbid 
Palestinians from building 
within 70 metres of any road, 
creating enormous logistical 
challenges for construction 


Now Ariel is the size of a 
good-sized town, with tens of 
thousands of residents. And 
the borders of the settlement 
have grown over the hills and 
down the other side, towards 
the village. The hillsides them- 
selves, already closed to Mar- 
da'a's shepherds, are now fil- 
■led with construction cranes. 
Already the water level has 
dropped, forcing villagers to 
navigate the steep and slippery 


pie, is facing imminent crisis 
with foe loss of its former 
Kuwaiti sponsors. 

Research in the town of Beit 
Sahour, scene of a precedent- 
setting tax strike in 1989, indi- 
cates that West Bank Palesti- 
nians pay three times the taxes 
as Israeli Jews with equivalent 
.income, but with vastly inferior 
services in return. Income 
taxes begin at NIS 325 a month 
for Palestinians (about $82). 


Maghrebi unity — a success story 


By Tom Porteons 


IN MAY foe Belgian charge d' 
affaires in Libya was sum- 
moned to a meeting with 
Mohammad Al Razzuq Rajab. 
the Libyan minister responsi- 
ble for the affairs of the Arab 
Maghrebi Union (AMU). Mr. 
Rajab conveyed to the Belgian 
diplomat the “concern of 
Muammar Qadhafi. the acting 
president of the AMU,” at the 
“violent treatment inflicted on 
Maghrebi immigrants by the 
Belgian police'* during recent 
racial disturbances in Brussels. 
The beatings and harassment 
meted out to “the sons of foe 
Maghreb resident in Europe” 
c ons tituted an act of “racial 
persecution and segregation 
which could damage future re- 
lations with the countries of 
the Maghreb." the Belgian was 
told. 


Maghreb have, it seems, seen 
the utility of a regional struc- 
ture which Maghrebi econom- 
ists and political scientists have 
been discussing for years. 

What the Maghreb is look- 
ing for in the aftermath of the 
Gulf war is weight: economic 
weight to bold its own in a 
“free market” world economy 
which Maghrebis feel is de- 
signed to their disadvantage, 
and to stand up ro the dosed 
European market of 1992; 
political weight to face U.S. 
regional hegemony and to have 
a voice in the divided world of 
inter-Arab politics; diplomatic 
weight in the growing cacophony 
of international diplomacy; 
cultural weight to withstand 
the aggressive onslaught of 
Western media; and moral 
weight to protect the rights of 
Maghrebi emigrants in Europe 
and elsewhere. 


Above all, the common reaction 
to the war among most Maghre- 
bis underlined a sense of shared 
identity (Arab and Islamic), of 
common problems, aspirations 
and threats which could all be 
better dealt with in unison than 
alone. 


Some may find Oat there. is 
something odd in all this. What 
has Qadhafi got to do with the 
roughing up of Moroccan im- 
migrants by Belgian police in 
Brussels? Why should such an 
event impinge on foe relations 
between five North African 
states and 12 European ones? 
And what is the AMU 
anyway? 


The impact of the Golf war 


Certainly there is still much 
work to do and many hardies to be 
overcome before the idea can be 
transformed into an effective 
reality. Officially, inter-Maghreb 
trade only accounts for a paltry 
three per cent of the total. Alge- 
rian newspapers are not on sale in 
Morocco despite great Moroccan 
interest in what they have to say. 
(During the war many Moroccans 
listened to Algerian radio). 
Travel within the Maghreb, 
though not subject to visa restric- 
tions, is not as easy as it might be. 
And political differences still 
make it hard for the member 
states of the AMU to 3gree on 
many issues. 


there are numerous proposals for 
inter-Maghreb cooperation rang- 
ing from the creation of a 
Maghrebi TV station to coordin- 
ated agricultural policy. Com- 
pared with some earlier attempts 
at inter-Arab union, the Arab 
Maghreb Union appears to be 
born not of impulsive show- 
manship and wishful thinking but 
of a reasonably detailed recogni- 
tion of mutual advantage and 
strong popular will. 

Looking to Algeria 


The key question is this last 
and the answer is that since the 
Gulf war both the people and 
the governments of the 
Maghreb are beginning to 
breathe real life into the Arab 
Maghreb Union, which was 
founded in 1989 in Marrakesh 
amidst a good deal of sceptic- 
ism. Two years later and hard- 
ly a day passes without the 
announcement in the Maghre- 
bi press of another meeting of 
this, that or the other council 
or committee of the Union and 
the adoption of new recom- 
mendations. The states of the 


The Gulf war has shaken the 
Maghreb to its core. Apart from 
its economic impact, the war 
aroused deep suspicion of West- 
ern motives in the Arab World. It 
drew attention to the rapid de- 
terioration of foe economic terms 
of exchange between Europe and 
the Maghreb. It was seen as proof 
that foe West is prepared (and 
would be prepared again) to use 
its overwhelming military super- 
iority to destroy any serious chal- 
lenge to its dominant role and is 
prepared to prop up its clients — 
however corrupt and unpleasant 
— at any cost. 

It also put the governments of 
the Maghreb under great press- 
ure for political and economic 
reforms from populations who 
saw in Iraq's treatment by the 
West symbols of their own 
oppression from corruption, the 
threat of physical violence against 
dissent and social injustice. 


But it is still early days and 
progress has already been made, 
la spite of the fact that the five 
member stales of the Union all 
took different positions at the 
start of the Gulf crisis, by the 
start of the war they had worked 
out a common attitude — largely 
because the governments all 
found that their people were un- 
ited against the Western interven- 
tion-in the Middle East. Now the 
Maghreb states are finding foe 
Union a useful way of 
approaching the EC ahead of the 
trade restrictions which the Euro- 
peans will imposed after 1992. 

In inter-Maghreb politics, the 
AMU has significantly helped in 
reducing tension between Algeria 
and Morocco over the Western 
Sahara and Polisario. Some even 
hope that by activating foe AMU 
on the issue, Morocco may be 
able to avoid foe proposed in- 
tervention. of foe U.N. in the 
disputed territory. In addition 


In the long nin. it is generally 
recognised that it is only with the 
development of democracy in the 
Maghreb that foe AMU can func- 
tion permanently and effectively, 
otherwise it will always be subject 
to foe instability which foe pur- 
suit of narrow interests imposes. 
So the democratic experiment in 
Algeria, and that country's out- 
spoken media, are the objects of 
keen interest throughout the 
Maghreb. 

The Algerian elections, on 
which was seen to hang foe future 
of much in the region, will also be 
the first major challenge for the 
Union if they take place. As well 
as foe popular excitement the 
election campaign in Algeria 
aroused in the Maghreb, there 
had been a good deal of 
apprehension, particularly in offi- 
cial circles in Morocco and Tuni- 
sia, at the possibility of a victory 
for foe Islamic right, which would 
put Algeria’s relations with its 
neighbours severely to foe test 
and could bring the whole struc- 
ture of the Arab Maghreb Union 
tumbling down. Unless, of 
course, victorious fundamental- 
ists in Algeria eventually man- 
aged to export their revolution to 
the rest of the region and the 
Arab Maghreb Union becomes 
the United Islamic Republic of 
the Maghreb — but that is 
another story — Middle East 
International. London. 


Gorbachev at the G7 summit 


a reluctantly invited guest 


By Stephen Jukes 
Reuter 


LONDON — When the West's 
most powerful leaders gather in 
London for this year’s annual 
summit, they may be distracted 
by the sound of a reluctantly 
invited guest clamouring for a 
place at the high table. 

But the West has little intention 
of welcoming Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev with open 
arms into the exclusive capitalist 
club of the Group of Seven 
nations — yet. 

Government officials preparing 
the talks are resigned to the fact 
that aid to the Soviet Union will 
dominate the gathering and may 
overshadow discussions on world, 
trade and how to limit arms sales 
after the Gulf war. 

“Ir is going to be a Gorbachev 
summit whether we like it or 
not." said one Western official 
working on the agenda. 

Leaders of the seven nations — 
the United States, Japan, Ger- 
many. France. Britain, Italy and 


Canada — are used to being 
upstaged by Mr. Gorbachev. 

In 1989, as Francois Mitterrand 
hosted foe annual talks in Paris, 
the Soviet president sent a sur- 
prise letter announcing his desire 
to be part of a new world econo- 
mic order. 

One year later, in Houston, 
Texas, Mr. Gorbachev struck a 
very different lone in a letter to 
President George Bush, slating 
the need to back up domestic 
reforms with “financial and eco- 
nomic support from abroad.” 

This year, as Prime Minister 
John Major prepares to host the 
summit in London, assistance for 
the Soviet Union will top the 
agenda and. after much soul- 
searching in Western capitals. 
Mr. Gorbachev has been invited 
to state his case in person. 

The onus is on the Soviet lead- 
er to convince the West that he is 
serious about economic and poli- 
tical reform and will make a clean 
break with central planning in 
favour of free markets. 

“Six years of perestroika and 


piecemeal reforms have produced 
nothing but decline.” said Gra- 
ham Allison, Harvard professor 
and co-author of the Grand Bar- 
gain plan under which the West 
would lend billions of dollars in 
return for reform. 

"The Soviets have sought to 
repair holes in the hull of the boat 
but the boat is rotten ... they 
must choose not to repair the 
rotting hull but jump ship.” 

France, Germany and Italy 
may be more receptive than other 
nations, but expectations have 
already been played down. Mas- 
sive cash aid is being ruled out in 
favour of freer trade links and 
technical help through special 
Soviet membership of the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund and 
World Bank. 

The timetable for the London 
talks has also been carefully 
structured to avoid the impress- 
ion that Mr. Gorbachev is now a 
fully-fledged member of the rich 
nations' club or a new world 
economic order to be managed by 
a “group of eight." 


Some officials are privately 
annoyed that Mr. Gorbachev, in 
a series of obvious hints that he 
would welcome an invitation, has 
effectively gate-crashed the par- 
ty. making it almost impossible 
for Mr. Major to say “no”. 

As if to keep Mr. Gorbachev at 
arm's length, the seven will hold 
their own talks for 2'/5 days, from 
July 15 to 17, before sitting down 
for an afternoon session with 
him. 

He will not take part in foe 
seven's round-table discussion of 
world economic policy nor is he 
on the guest list for the ceremo- 
nial banquet to be given for the 
leaders by Queen Elizabeth. 

The seven have also insisted on 
issuing their communique before 
seeing Mr. Gorbachev. And top 
■politicians have stressed that 
other causes — particularly aid 
for East European countries — 
will not be forgotten. 

The one question that nobody 
seems to be able to answer is 
whether Mr. Gorbachev can de- 
liver the reforms he is promising. 


while Jews pay nothing on in- 
come up to NIS 1,650 (about 
$480). 

But it is in Gaza that Che 
most severe effect of foe eco- 
nomic assault can be seen. 
Home to the poorest of Pales- 
tine, the post-Gulf war Gaza 
Strip now faces unemployment 

of over 60 per cent. U.N. 
estimates indicate less than 
30,000 Gazans now find work 
inside Israel; before the Gulf 
crisis began, about 110.000 
worked there. 


Since most of that work was 
low-paid, semi-clandestine day 
labour anyway, few of those 
employed were able to save 
much for an even bleaker fu- 
ture. With more Gazans than 
ever before qualifying for 
under-supplied emergency 
food assistance from the U.N. 
Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestinian Refugees (UN- 
RWA) and the Young Men 
Christian Association 
(YMCA), it is hard to figure 
out how people are feeding 
their families at all. It appears 
that Gaza residents are still 
relying on their dwindling sav- 
ings, and many women are 
selling their wedding gold. In 
six months, or perhaps a year, 
when the meagre savings have 
gone and there is no more gold 
to sell, the hunger and social 
tensions in Gaza are likely to 
explode. 

The June 18 statement of 
U.S. Ambassador William 
Brown that he was impressed 


by what he claimed was “evi- 
dence of a significant policy of 
-conomic development,” flies 
in foe face of Gaza’s stark , 
realities. Even a few brief days, 
in foe dusty', unpaved streets of 
Gaza City, the fetid, sewer- 
laced. alleys of Jabaliya Camp, 
and the tension-rocked Rafafa 
district where soldiers clash 
with stone-throwing children 
on a daily basis, show the 
reality of Gaza’s near-despera- , 
tion. 

The Gulf war and its after- 
math have left foe Palestinians 
more isolated than ever. The 
question of how the intifada, 
approaching its fourth 
anniversary, can best be recast 
to meet the new challenges of a 
completely, new historical 
period, is on foe agenda of. 
Palestinians across the length 
and breadth of the occupied 
territories. The critical ques- 
tion for now, however, re- 
mains how Palestine -will sur- 
vive foe onslaught of land ahd 
water confiscation, settlement, 
building and as increasing 
Israeli effort towards “econo- 
mic transfer,” forcing' Palesti- 
nians to leave their homes by 
making it impossible for them 
to survive in their own country. 


The writer is a U.N-basdd 
radio journalist and author of 
From Stones To Statehood: 
The Palestinian Uprising. She 
•just returned from three weeks 
in the West Bank andGaza. 
She contributed this article to 
the Jordan Times. 


Conflict expected between 

U.S., Israel over 
housing guarantees 


By Herb Ketaon 

The Jerusalem Post 


THE U.S. will likely give Israel 
the controversial $10 billion in 
loan guarantees for immigrants 
absorption, but only after a con- 
flict that will strain an already 
tense relationship, according to a 
leading expert on U.S.-Israel re- 
lations. 

Steven Spiegel, a political sci- 
ence professor at foe University 
of California in Los Angeles, said 
the Bush administration has fal- 
len into a trap of its own making 
by dropping hints that the 
guarantees may be linked to a- 
halt in settlement activity. 

”If they don’t provide the 
guarantees, then Israel is given 3 
carte blanche to do whatever it 
wants on the West Bank.” Mr. 
Spiegel said July 3 at a forum 
sponsored by the Jerusalem Cen- 
tre for Public Affairs. “So foe 
U.S. needs to resurrect its own 
leverage." It is in this light that 
Mr. Spiegel, author of a book on 
israel-U.S. relations entitled The 
Other Arab-Israeli Conflict, in. 

terpreted President Bush's denial 
July 1 that he intends to link the 
guarantees to the settlements. 

Mr. Spiegel said foe conflict 
over the loan guarantees could be 
eased somewhat by an Israeli 
moratorium on settlement activ- 
ity. or by gestures such as foe 
“muzzling" of Housing Minister 
Ariel Sharon, a vocal proponent 
of increased settlement activity. 

Mr. Spiegel said foe issue has 
placed the Bush adminisrration in 
a difficult bind. While seeing set- 
tlement activity as proof Israel is 
not interest in peace negotiations, 
ft is galling to be asked to guaran- 
tee loans for $10 billion, he said. 
“But America can’t work for 25 
years to free Soviet Jews only to 
have them starve in Israel. And 
the gall is made worse by Israel 


daring the U.S. not to give the 
guarantees.” 

In addition to annoying the 
administration, increased settle- 
ment activity is a thorn in the side 
of many American Jewsraismg 
millions of dollars for Sov^ im- 
migration, sometimes sacrificing 
support for their own institutions 
in the process. Some of tfiis&s.- 
leaders, Mr. Sjnegel sakl/ve 
furious that foe settlements could 
jeopardise foe whole absorption 
programme. 

The situation Ts made worse, 
Mr. Spiegel said, by a poof stork- 
ing relationship between the pres- 
ident and Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir. “Shamir and Bush are a 
mismatch,” Mr. Spiegel said. 
“Bush likes to be buddies with 
presidents and prime numsten. 
Shamir is just not jBush’s type/’ 

The Bush administration, Mr. 
Spiegel said, is characterised by a 
pragmatic — as opposed to 
visionary — approach to prob- 
lems. 


Mr. Spiegel said the current 
tension is also foe result of two 
societies headed in different 
directions. He said that despite a 
battlefield victory in the Guff 
War, Americans “lack confi- 
dence” in an era that will see the 
U.S. in economic competition 
with Europe and Japan. “The 
Cold War drained both foe U.S. 
and the USSR, and Americans 
are increasingly debating whether 
they are in decline, 1 ' Ire said. 

By contrast, the end of the 
Cold War has enhanced Israel’s 
position in Eastern Europe, and 
provided it with talented new 
immigrants. In addition, the Gulf 
War has lessened the threat from 
Iraq. As a result, be said. “The 
Israelis still believe in themselves, 
the Americans do not. These 
tensions between the two 
societies have an impact on foe 
relationship. ’’ 


LETTERS 


Halt spiritual suicide 


To the Editor 


AS an American reading foe Jordan Times of Saturday, July 6 


President Bush's Ind e pende^Fa > ^^r^3^ £ ^ r i ^. 
before Desert Storm, we know it 


Slo P tom i what? From insisting upon sanctions on Iraq that 
cause malnutrition, sickness, death, unemployment anddSriE 


tion of a national economy? : 

Stop us from what? From developing an ethos wW 
American is to be salted with 

Many of us Americans feel w e most be siontwH few 
committing spiritual suicide. We sense a resoomahnST; 
foe shroud of this Gulf victory 
horizons <tet ambled us to stejL themed 

To be, as President Bush said “a land rruurtmi , ■ ^ t 

UK of the world," we 

Iraqi people what it take, to get on u^ re » Ae - 


D*. EBeen gtorey; 

Am man 
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gete taste of Parliament 




* ^ mdspcndcnoe 

tj f: r J»iicfcs on 

J ■■ 1 ignctiiture and water: They also 

* - . W we of Seo- 

^ .' 7 ilitiklkni r to open the extraordm- 
% ' -JwysiH^on instead of Section 1 is 

y,:"-. Con- 

<tV nSfitofibn" ‘ ‘ ■••: - 
J* ; \ Hustein Mjalli, an 
• - oattonafist lawyer, said that 

‘ ~~ ifyns dfearfroni ‘^^stipulations 
% ; Ik ■ tif tfae Coastitati6n t ^t6at only the 
T House can provide alistof issues 
h '■ to be discussed in thp.extraordm- 

^ ary session.^ ' 

\ ./^This govemme nt began ' its 
^ . ^ mandaie by .aggression oil the 
r t|i Constitution. What they did is a 
Ga ; . constitutional violation,'* " con- 
... tended Mr. . Mjalli. who,- other 
. ..deputies daim, is aggravated by 
4 ' the inclusion 'of' liis' colleague 

H - - - -^^fogues in the -govemmcnL 
_ , ..v * « obvious that the govem- 
n* uieut -excluded the points which 

it ■ aHow the legislative authority to 

* mon itor t he work of the executive 

ay authority. The government works 

Kq with .a martial conn mentality 

4j>' : white it claims it lifted martial 

^ laws;" said Ham many Saud. a 
a;!" ‘ " Muslim Brotherhood deputy rec- 

ognised as a radical even among 
t^| .. the ranks of the movement. 

In But a cabinet minister, who is 

' also a deputy. diaiged that -Mr. 
Mjalli had offered the legal refer- 
r. . enc e .on the same issue when 
9 former Prime Minister Mudar 

S' ay Badran was calling few an extraor- 
*7 - dinary session - and that this legal 
*“ . advice at that time contradicted 
^1 - with what he said Monday. 

* *; “We soughr legal advice on this 

1 same point last year and at dial 
i time Mr. Mjalli said: 'Calling an 
extraonfinary session is of the 
,11 jurisdiction of the House and the 
•U King. Tbc agenda of the meeting 
is of the jurisdiction of the- 
King*,” said -the minister, who 
preferred anonymity. 

. “Constitutionally the govem- 


mentis correct in its translation.” 
; aformerminister in Mr.Badran’s 
government' fold the Jordan 
Z . Times. “But,” he added, “at that 
| : time we contacted .the different 
, bides at tire House to discuss the 

items with them and reached 
? agreement before the Royal De- 
cree was issued.” 

But Mr.' Masri's government, 
in counter arugnment, says that 
since it is presenting its govem- 
■ ment policy for discussion at the 
. house without being required to 
constitutionally, “the House has 
■an advantage in that it can discuss 
, all our policies and not only 
agriculture and water.” 

Another cabinet minister, 
speaking on condition of anony- 
mity, said that h was dear that 
-the whole constitutional point 
' was utilised by the opposition as 
show of “muscle-flexing” before 
the confidence session. 

Observers and analysts agree. 
But they also add that Mr. Mas- 
rPs government is a “minority 
government” and that it cannot 
expect to be given free reign by 
the opposition. 

“This is how democracy works. 
The opposition cannot work on 
ways to comfort in government or 
stops being an opposition," one 
analyst and former minister said. 

“It is a game that has to be 
played.” 


- But observers of the House’s 
session agreed that Mr. Masri’s 
.government “got a very early 
message.” And some added that 
they were “caught unprepared.” 

The Muslim Brotherhood bloc, 
which watched the debate brew- 
ing among the government and its 
supporters on the one hand and 
independents on the other, inter- 
jected only when it was alluded 
that the opposition was question- 
ing the King's will as translated in 
the decree. 

“There is some disorder here. 
And I see it as the responsibility 
of the government. The King 
does not reject the will of the 
Home but the government does. 


There is no clash between the 
wish of the House and the will of 
the King. What the House is 
doing is registering a violation for 
the government.” Ahmad 
Qutaish Al Azaideh, spokesman 
for the Brotherhood bloc, told 
the House after the debate had 
escalated. 

Observers and deputies present 
at the House’s session said that 
Mr. Azaideh's statement gave a 
clear indication of where the 
Brotherhood was heading in the 
confidence vote. 

“Their message was very clear: 
They will vote against the govern- 
ment,” said one observer. Yet 
some other analysts contest this 
analysis and say that the door for 
negotiations with the movement 
is still open and an agreement 
could be reached with them to 
abstain from voting rather than 
giving a negative vote. 

The debate over the constitu- 
tional point ended precariously 
after the mood at the House 
became charged and speaker 
Abdul Latif Arabiyat found him- 
self faced with a 33-33 vote on 
ending the discussion. He voted 
in favour of ending the discussion 
and the meeting was ended quick- 
ly after that. 

The next meeting of the House 
was scheduled for Thursday and, 
although it has not been officially 
announced yet. it is expected that 
Mr. Masri's government will pre- 
sent its policy statement then. 

In the final analysts, observers 
say, the reception that Mr. Masri 
and his cabinet received at the 
hands of the 80-man House Sun- 
day was not in line with historical 
announcement of lifting the sti- 
pulations of martial law that same 
day. 

“The government came into 
the House after they were able to 
legalise the administrative moves 
made by the Badran government 
to lift martial law and they were 
received ungratefully by the 
House chat has demanded this 
move for the past two years," 
commented a former minister. 


Germans begin 
paying for 
reunification 


Tanks leave Algiers 


ik (Continued from page 1> leads to the betrayal of the FIS. 

Fifteen minutes earlier, Mr. I refuse. I am going to 

Said had forecast lie might be the FIS, which has been 
"S * - arrested. He said be had tempor- welcomed by the people, or I am 
J® . arily taken the place of Mr. to prison." 

' Madam, who faces charges, along But *«.dso called for dialogue 

to with his fieiy deputy Mr. BcIHadj with the government, insisting 
of teading an armed conspiracy the FlSrdid not espouse violence 
> 1 against- state security. and said that as leader he would 

^ Sitting ^onejon the stage of the try to avoid the emergence of 

I® shabby, conference room, Mr. ext remism from militants on the 
S&icT^oid journalists and mifi- fringe- 

tants^ Tr is probable they will The FIS emerged at local elec- 
comeTto arrest me, to put me in lions last year as the main opposi- 
prisoo, if l am not the force that tion to National Liberation 


non to die National Liberation 


Iraq provides list to U.N. 


.-pc.' (Coaftfamed from page 1) 

ceasefire. 

, j • fo Baghdad, team leader De- 
^ metrics Perricos of Greece de- 
^ scribed the Iraqis as cooperative - 
V but refused to give details of their 
nut r. inspection or their plans. 

[ [s Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
:ns .jsemV; in *• a letter -to- Secretary- 
£i . General Javier Perea de Cu el l a r 
jrf Friday said Iraq weald provide “a 

^ fist of the items about which (the 
^ U.N1) sought information” by 

Sunday qt Monday. 

^ ...He promised that “prompt and 

i <5 - unimpeded access will be ensured. 

■ g to the location and items desig-_ 
^ nated for insjMCtion... in addition 
? to guaranteeing the security and 
safety of members of the inspec- 
tt tion. teams.” 

Iraq two .weeks ago blocked a 
^ team of U.N. - nudear spedatios 
tfi th r ee tim es. In one incident Jane 

id - 28, iriap ■ soldiers, allegedly fired 

fro* ovm-^the heads of the inspectors 
-Ik v wammg to search a 60- truck con- 
^ V voy they believed bad carted off 
Is* v cajutrons, World War Il-era dc- 
[rf vices used to enrich uranium. 

# The -United -States has issued 

veiled threats of military action if 
Iraq continued to hfde equipment 
suspected of being able to enrich 
uranium. 

But Soviet Ambassador Yuli 
Vorontsov told reporters that no 
country “vritfain. the walls of the 
United Nations,” including the 
United States, had suggested a 
military solution. 

Iraqi newspapers accused the 
United States Monday of iatin- 
dte^g r a propaganda ca m pai g i 
p. against: Baghdad to prepare the 
? woritf-for another war. 

I “Tbfe lJnited States wants from 
^ ^bis^iuss- tp - prepare the intenia- 
atmosphere and obtain a 
justification for launching a new 
^fraq^tbe Defence 

newspaper AI Qadis- 

^ m editorial. ■ 

It said the Umted States also 
stage for a 
oonfinaation of T7.N. sanctions 


paper Al Tbawra said the U.S. 
threat to use force was part of a 
“fabricated campaign." 

“The only thing left for the 
U.S. administration to hide be- 
hind when it throws accusations 
at Iraq or interferes in its internal 
affairs is to sow doubts over its 
pledges to implement the U.N. 
Security Council resolutions,” it 
added. 

New mission 

U.N. inspectors will go to Iraq 
soon to make sure it is not hiding 
any ballistic missiles at unin- 
spected sites, a U.N. officer said 
;in Bahrain. 


Front, the party which had ruled 
since independence in 1962. 

But ahead of general elections 
due last month, the FIS called a 
strike to press for changes in 
electoral laws which it judged 
unfair. 

Faced with larger and larger 
street demonstrations. President 
Chadli Benjedid imposed a state 
of siege on June 5, postponed the 
elections and appointed a new 
prune minis ter, Sid Ahmed Gho- 
zali. 

Mr. Ghozali presents his new 
government’s programme for 
continued democratic and econo- 
mic reform to parliament last 
Thursday. It is due to vote on the 
programme later on Monday. 


By Marc Fisher 

BONN — The first hefty pay- 
ment on Germany's colossal uni- 
fication bill came due last week 
and the whole country was groan- 
ing from sticker shock. 

Income taxes jumped 7.5 per 
cent and gasoline prices shot up 
July, by a wallet-squeezing aver- 
age of 55 cents a gallon, pushing 
the average German's tax burden 
to nearly 45 per cent of annual 
income. 

And the worst is yet to come. 
A year after East Germany 
traded in its worthless Commun- 
ist currency for solid, powerful 
German marks, another 450,000 
eastern Germans joined the job- 
less ranks last week. 

The end of a government prog- 
ramme that had kept those peo- 
ple on industrial payrolls even 
though they did npt have to show 
up for work means that nearly 3.5 
million of eastern Germany’s 8.5 mil- 
lion workers are now unem- 
ployed. 

Eastern Germans now can look 
back on a year of fulfilled dreams 
— freedom to travel, the chance 
to buy Western goods and to 
adopt Western ways — and 
dashed hopes — the reality of a 
collapsed economy, the loss of 
the communist system of cradle- 
to-grave security. 

The anniversary of economic 
unification is a time for western 
Germans to realise that the thrill 
of unification, now a subject of 
nostalgic remembrances, has 
given way to the certainty of 
steadily climbing taxes, a persis- 
tent psychological divide between 
the two Germanys and the threat 
of. social unrest in the troubled 
east. 

What lies ahead. Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl said July 1 is “harder 
work" and even more sacrifice. 

Kohl defended his decision to 
push the two countries together 
economically more than three 
months before East Germany 
ceased to exist last October. He 
conceded that events have “taken 
a different course than 1 had ex- 
pected,* a reference to the failure 
of Western investors to pump 
money into the east in the speedy 
and massive fashion that Kohl 
had predicted. 

But the chancellor said that 
giving East Germans Western 
money last July was the only way 
to stop people from moving 
across the freshly opened Berlin 
Wall in such numbers that the 
eastern part of the country could 
have losi the bulk of its brains 
and initiative. “We acted at ex- 
actly the right time,” Kohl said. 

Opposition Social Democratic 
leader Oskar Lafontaine, whom 


Kohl easily defeated in his reelec- 
tion bid last fail, said the millions 
of east German jobs lost as a 
result of the collapse of Commun- 
ist-era industries are testament to‘ 
the fallacy of Kohl’s policy. The 
opposition wanted a more gra- 
dual transformation of the eco- 
nomy. 

Whatever the merits of Kohl’s 
decision, eastern Germany's 
shock transition to the west Ger- 
man market system, even with 
heavy government support, has 
been anything but easy. The un- 
expected hardship of the east 
German make-over has ■ shown 
just how difficult a road eastern 
Europe and the Soviet Union 
face in the coming decade as they 
try to transform their economies 
without the benefit of a deep- 
pocketed neighbour committed 
to making a new system work. 

In addition to widespread un- 
employment. eastern Germany 
remains plagued by other serious 
problems: There are more than a 
million conflicting property 
claims by people who lost homes 
and businesses to the Commun- 
ists and the Nazis before them; 
local courts, police and govern- 
ments remain desperate for West- 
ern expertise and frustrated by 
the presence of old Communist 
bosses; and with the collapse of 
industry, eastern German produc- 
tion is down 70 per dent since the 
start of 1990. 

The Bonn government is 
spending $55 billion to rebuild 
the east this year, one quarter of 
its total budget. Estimates of the 
costs in the next few years vary 
widely, but all agree that the 
numbers are the kind normaJly 
assodated only with the defence 
budgets of world superpowers. 

Bonn’s policy of “creative des- 
truction” in the east — getting rid 
of the Communist system to clear 
the way for Western investment 
— has produced far more des- 
truction than creation thus far. 

Private investment in the east 
has totaled only about S14 billion 
this year as companies continue 
to wait for conditions — for 
example, phone, road, sewer and 
water connections — to improve. 

Eastern Germans themselves, 
however, are beginning to show 
signs of optimism. A majority 
told a recent poll that they are 
once again saving money. 

The forest of scaffolding in 
many eastern towns is proof that 
■people are pumping money into 
property that is finally theirs. 
'More than 300,000 companies 
have been founded in the east, 
and applications for bank loans 
are piling up faster than ever — 
Washington Post. 



Bethlehem University : Despite 
the odds classes go ois 


U.N. envoy due here today 


(Continued from page 1) 
He alleged that Syria's 
leaders “are not ready to 
recognise Israel or pronounce 
foe word ‘peace’,” a com- 
munique from Mr. Shamir’s 
office said. 

Defence Minister Moshe 
Arens told Mr. Brunner the 
major stumbling block to 
peace in the Middle East was 
the Arab refusal to revoke 
their state of war against 
Israel and to negotiate direct- 
ly with the Jewish state. 


Mr. Arens also pointed to . 
Syrian “aggression" calling 
“Syria’s annexation of Leba- 
non no different than Iraq’s 
annexation of Kuwait,” a de- 
fence ministry statement 
said. 

Israel is opposed to an in- 
ternational peace conference, 
a key Arab condition for 
talks. 

Israel also adamantly re- 
jects any U.N. role in peace 
talks because if says the 
world body is biased against 


Mr. Brunner told reporters 
Monday that the world body 
was committed to im- 
plementing resolutions that 
call for Israel to make a 
land-for-peace settlement 
with the Arabs. 

According to Mr. Shamir’s 
aides, Mr. Brunner said he 
was not “proposing anything 
specific" and was only ex- 
ploring the outlook of Middle 
East countries on the peace 
process. 


By Debbie Lovatt 
Special to the Jordan Times 

BETHLEHEM — Students at 
Bethlehem University are ev- 
ery lecturer’s dream. They are 
willing and keen to study and 
make up for lost classes by 
coming onto campus over the 
weekends. After three years of 
broken study, some students 
are only just completing their 
first year due to the university 
having been closed for much of 
the same period in the life of . 
the Palestinian intifada. 

The occupying Israeli forces 
compelled this university— along 
with other . universities and 
educational institutions in the 
occupied territories — to close 
for much of the time because 
of the uprising. 

Schools for younger children 
were set up by teachers and 
students in different neigh- 
bourhoods to ensure youngs- 
ters did not miss out entirely 
on education when schools 
were not permitted to open. 

When the university was 
open students were able to 
come in and loan the necessary 
books for their particular 
course from the library to en- 
able them to study at home or 
at other centres outside the 
campus. 

A group of students sitting 
on a bench in the shade of a 
tree waiting for an English 
lecture agreed with their 
spokesperson who said that 
"despite the university having 
been dosed for much of the 
time, concentrating on study- 
ing was not difficult during the 
Gulf war because we bad all 
become used to studying in the 
shadow of the intifada.” 

The biggest complaint 
amongst this group about the 
Gulf war earlier this year was 
that “the Israelis cut the tele- 
phone lines. They didn’t want 
us or anyone else to know what 
was happening anywhere.” 
National but not international 
lines have since been restored. 

The students were joking 
that there are fewer people in 
their classes than when they 
started their degree courses. 
“Some people stopped study- 
ing,” said an English literature 
student. “Some got jobs, some 
got married and some are in 
prison." 

One female student, who 
married recently is determined 


to continue her studies. She 
finds it hard to concentrate on 
her studies as her husband has 
just been imprisoned by the 
Israelis. But “I have to study. 
We have to think of the future 
and when the situation im- 
proves. I have more job oppor- 
tunities if 1 have a degree,” she 
said. 

This student who. like the 
others, declined to give even 
her first name, said her hus- 
band, to whom she has been 
married for only a few months, 
was “taken by soldiers with a 
large number of other stu- 
dents. He and someone else 
were the only two to be trans- 
ferred to prison in Hebron.' 
The others were allowed 
home." 

This is not the first time her 
husband has been arrested. “I 
think 1 am kind of a curse.” she 
said. “Because in the five years 
I have known him he has been 
in prison three times — twice 
they (the Israelis) put him in 
Ansar III in the Naqab de- 
sert.” 

No one is allowed to visit 
prisoners except their lawyers. 
“But,” said the young wife, “the 
charge is a secret even to the 
lawyers. The Israelis can de- 
tain people for six months or a 
year without a charge.” 

It is difficult for someone in 
jail to inform a lawyer of his 
situation and it is not easy for 
lawyers to visit prisoners. If the 
Red Cross is informed, a rep- 
resentative is sometimes 
allowed to visit. Palestinian 
lawyers have to obtain special 
permission from the Israeli au- 
thorities in order to visit clients 
behind bars. 

One student who is also mar- 
ried and should live in Hebron 
with her husband is living with 
her family in Bethlehem out of 
convenience. 

“Until 1 finish this year's 
exams I will live here in Beth- 
lehem instead of with my hus- 
band in Hebron,” she said. 
“Because of the road blocks and 
curfews, it is easier to stay here 
rather than keep missing lec- 
tures because the Israeli army 
won’t let you travel to a town 
even if it’s only 20 minutes 
away, for whatever reason." 

Bethlehem University was 
established in 1973 largely in 
response to persistent demands 
by the local community. Pre- 


viously, young people from the 
Bethlehem area who wanted to 
obtain a university education 
had to move away from home 
to another regional university 
or study abroad. 

Over 35 per cent of the staff 
are monks and nuns. Director 
of public relations. Dr. Musa 
Darwish. said: “We have such 
a high proportion of brothers 
and sisters on our staff because 
they traditionally keep out of 
politics and all' staff except 
those who have given their 
lives to the church must sign a 
military order pledging they 
will not help the PLO. One 
teacher was expelled after 48 
hours for refusing to sign." 

Two American clergymen 
have been working throughout 
the intifada. They did off-cam- 
pus teaching and met any- 
where they could with the stu- 
dents. initially they were res- 
tricted to five people only, 
then nine, then eventually up 
to 15. According to Dr. Dar- 
wish, these brothers “had an 
unofficial agreement with the 
(Israeli) interior ministry that 
they could continue their off- 
campus teaching as long as 
they did not rock the boat." 

Dr. Darwish believes off- 
campus teaching has had an 
“enriching effect on the stu- 
dents in that they have had to 
go out and find things out for 
themselves and be more re- 
sourceful. Also it has led to a 
more casual and easy associa- 
tion with the staff. 

The general picture of 
education is not altogether 
rosy. Schooling has been prac- 
tically impossible for many 
children in the occupied terri- 
tories. As a result teachers fear 
a rise in illiteracy because of 
schools havings been closed for 
well over half of the intifada 
period," three-and-a-half 
years. 

One teacher from a village 
between Jerusalem and Beth- 
lehem said: "It is difficult to 
expect any progress when a 
school is open once in two 
weeks and then for another 
two days. Every time a school 
reopens, teachers have to go 
back to where they started and 
do it all over again. Then chil- ■ 
dren get out of the habit of 
going to school and concentra- 
tion and discipline become a 
real problem for them.” 
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PACKING. AW FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS . 

AMIN KAMARASONS 
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* Many villas and apartments 
are available for rent and 
sale - furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

* Also many lots of land are 
available for sale. 
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Saudi Real Estate 
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Furnished & unfurnished 
apartments & villas for rent 
in West Amman area. 
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Frost dismisses Drivers’ 
Championship challenge 


MAGNY-COURS, France (R) 
— Alain Prost has dismissed ali 
thoughts of a chaJlenge for the 
Formula One Drivers Cham- 
pionship despite the hugely- 
promising performance of the 
new Ferrari in Sunday's French 
Grand Prix. 

“The car has great potential 
and it is getting better all the 
time.*' the 'Frenchman said after 
driving the Ferrari 643 into 
second' place behind Briton Nigel 
Mansell's Williams. 

Prost was excited by the car's 
performance in its first race, but 
said championship leader Ayrton 
Senna of Brazil was too far ahead 
after winning the first four races 
of the season. 

“It is fantastic to be back in a 
position to challenge to win races. 
But I think 30 points is too many 
to make up so 1 shall not be 
thinking about the cham- 
pionship." he said. 

“We just want to try to keep 
improving and to challenge again 
at Silverstone next weekend. 
Then, if we can put some results 
together, the whole picture might 


change again." 

Senna leads the championship 
after seven rounds with 43 points, 
followed by Mansell (23). Italian 
Ricardo Patrese (22) and Prost 
(17). 

Prost's delight in the perform- 
ance of his V12-powered Ferrari 
was plain to all at the new Magny- 
Cours track after the race in 
which he had led for most of the 
72-laps. 

But in the end. struggling with 
a slight gearbox problem and 
reduced power from his engine, 
he was unable to resist Mansell's 
challenge and the Briton was able 
to storm through to the 17th 
victory of his career. 

“Our new car is performing 
very well." said Prost. “It is a 
tribute to the team how well it 
went in this race so soon after 
being built. But 1 don't think we 
are quite up to the Williams 
standards yet. 

“We hope we can keep on 
making progress and then we can 
give them a strong challenge at 
Silverstone." 

Mdnsell. whose win made him 


the most successful English 
Grand Prix driver — overhauling 
Stirling Moss's 30-year-old record - 
of 16 wins — was in expansive 
mood. 

“I expect both Ayrton (Senna) 
and Alain (Prost) will make a 
great effort next weekend and it 
will be very tough. But we have 
proved what we can do now. It 
was a fantastic race. 


“I am not going to complain 
about the car at all. but towards 
the end I had braking problems. 
The pedal felt very soft and it was 
a long way down. 

"But the engine worked 
beautifully and the gearbox was 
good too. At the end of the day it 
was an extremely good combina- 
tion.'' 


Mansell's victory meant a 
celebration for the Williams’ 
team's French engine suppliers 
Renault It was their first win at 
the French Grand Prix since 1983 
and delighted the 92.000 crowd at 
the new circuit. 

But there were no celebrations., 
for Senna or his McLaren team. 


fich hopes tennis stardom 
n\\ not change his style 


WIMBLEDON, England (AP) 
— He's the Wimbledon cham- 
pion, a millionaire and one of the 
top four players in the world. 

However, Michael Stich, the 
newest Grand Slam winner, may 
have to pay a price for his new 
fame and fortune. 

“His life isn't going to be the 
same anymore," warned Boris 
Becker, the man Stich defeated 
6-4, 7-6 (7-4), 64 Sunday in the 
men’s final. "He is the Wimble- 
don champion. He is a star now." 

Stich was largely unknown out- 
side his native Germany two 
weeks ago. But winning Wimble- 
don ensures an end to anonymity. 

Becker, a three-time winner 
who knows all about the loss of 
innocence that accompanies a 
Wimbledon title, embraced his 
Davis Cup teammate at the net 
after the final point. 

"I know how it feels. I know 
bow important this day can be in 
a life," Becker said. 

Stich, 22, had won only one 
tournament before Sunday. He 
bad never played in a Grand Slam 
final. 

By the end of the afternoon, all 
that changed. His $384,000 win- 
ner's paycheck took him to nearly 
$1.2 million in career earnings 
and boosted him three spots to 
no. 4 m the world rankings. 

Stich said he hoped he is pre- 
pared for his new role. 

“What is a star? That’s what 
you have to ask. It’s tough to say 
for myself,” said Stich, who slam- 
med 15 aces past Becker and 
repeatedly pounded backhand 
winners on service returns. 

“I bope I'm not going to be a 
different person to my friends 
and to my family. I just hope I 
can be like I am now. For sure 


there are going to be a couple of 
things that change, but I don't 
know what they are." 

Becker cautioned that being a 
champion comes at a high cost. 

“He's not going to realise it 
now, but maybe in a couple of 
years' time he will relaise the fact 
bow much his life has changed 
and will change," he said. 

“But it's up to him how he can 
cope with it. Now he's a .star, but 
not everything that shines is gold. 
Some people can handle it, some 
people can't. It's a fine line." 

Despite the loss, Becker re- 
mained no. I in the world — an 
honour he claimed two days ear- 
lier when Stefan Edberg lost to 
Stich in the semifinals. Becker 
and Edberg have been leap- 
frogging each other for the top 
men's ranking all year. 

Stich's victory completed a 
German sweep at Wimbledon. 
For the second time in three 
years, Germans won the men’s 
and women's singles titles. 

Steffi Graf won the women's 
title on Saturday by defeating 
Gabriela Sabatini 64, 3-6. 8-6. 
Graf and Becker had accom- 
plished the first German double 
in 1989. 


Graf chases No. 1 spot 


Now that she’s winning Grand 
Slam rides again, Graf can start 
chasing Monica Seles to get her 
world no. 1 ranking back. 

Graf was bit by injury and 
illness and sidetracked by a 
paternity suit — eventually 
proved unfounded — against her 
father. 

Now she is fit. appears confi- 
dent and is in sight of regaining 
the No. 1 spot she held from 
August 1987 until April this year. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WrTH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 
r '991 fntwe UMi S«r»»w me 


ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.] — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

47 7AKQ65 K654 4AQJ 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
I 7 Pass I 4 Pass 


no trump with a singleton in part- 
ner's suit is an abomination. Bid 
two spades. 


What do you bid now? 

A. — You have j very goxi hand 
indeed, but as yet you have no idea 
where you want to play the con- 
tract. As a general principle, it is 
bad to jump shift in a suit where 
you don’t wan (.partner to raise, so 
we would reject three diamonds. Be 
content with two diamonds.-- if 
partner passes, we bet you don't 
have a game. If partner bids again, 
you will be well placed tn judge what 
to do next. 


Q.4 — Both vulnerable, as South 
vou hold: 

45 7K AKQJ987 4A1072 
The bidding has proceeded: 

East South West North 
2 “• ? 

“—weak 

What do you bid now? 

A. — It's a choice between the tacti- 
cal underbid of three diamonds to 
keep open the possibility of three no 
trump, or the more descriptive 
jump to four diamonds. Since we 
are not partial U> playing 7-4 - 1 - 1 
hands at no trump, well opt for four 
diamonds. 


Q.2 — As South, vulnerable, vou 
hold: 

47 7AKQ65 K654 4AQJ 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 <7 Pass I 4 Pass 

2 7 Pass 2 4 Pass 


Q.5 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4K7 7.J65 AK105 4AJ98 

The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
1 NT Pass 3 4 Pass 


What do you bid now? 

A. — At least you've learned that 
partner probably has a six-card 
spade suit. It's time to tell him 
you’ve got a very good hand, but are 
short in spades. Bid three clubs. 


Q 3 — Neither vulnerable, as Snuth 
you hold; 

4A1G954 77 : KQ76 4A63 

The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
I 4 Pass 2 7 Pass 


What do you bid now? 

A. — Partner's jump in spades asks 
you to choose between a spade or a 
no-trump game. You can’t raise 
partner with only a double lor. so 
bid three no crump. Don't worry 
abouL your heart weakness. Partner 
might have a card there, or the op- 
ponents might not be able to cash 
five tricks on the fly. 


Q.6 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 


What do you bid now? 

A.— There's a popular fallacy 
which maintains that you must 
have six cards to rebid a major suit 
in which you opened. Thai's true 
only if none of your bidding mom 
has been consumed. Here partner's 
response has deprived you of all 
breathing space, so two spades does 
aol promise extra length. You are 
not strong enough for the "high re- 
verse” to three diamonds, and two 


4K97 7J92 .A 10 4AKJ52 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
1 NT Pass 3 4 Pass 


What du you bid now? 

A.— In -"up port of spades you have 
a maximum no trump. The way to 
convey fiat information to partner 
is with u cue-bid of four dubs. If 
partner can do no more than rebid 
four spades, pass. You've done your 
duty. 


when Seles captured it. 

Seles, who had been seeded 
no. 1. withdrew from Wimbledon 
three days before the tournament 
was scheduled to start citing in- 
jury. 

The Yugoslav is to meet with 
Gerry Smith, executive director 
of the Women’s Tennis Associa- 
tion, in Florida some time this 
week to explain her late with- 
drawal. She was fined $6,000 for 
not explaining the nature of her 
injury immediately. 

Seles’ absence gave Graf the 
stage at Wimbledon. 

She showed no sign of s relapse 
into the poor form that brought a 
6-0. 6-2 defeat against Arantxa 
Sanchez Vicario in the French 
Open semifinals. 

She conceded only 23 games in 
six matches on her way to the 
final against Sabatini. The 
nearest any player got to taking a 
set off her was when fifth seed 
Mary Joe Fernandez took her to 
64 in the second set in the 
semifinal. 


In the final, she looked well in 
control when she took the first 
set. 

But in a see-sawing final. Graf 
added determination and spirit to 
her already powerful game as 
Sabatini threatened to become 
the first Argentine to win the 
title. 

Sabatini served at 54 in the 
final set but Graf never gave her a 
match point. 

"It gave me so much pleasure 
to see myself getting through it. 
winning a tough match, winning a 
close match again, not letting 
up.” Graf said. “I think it’s im- 
portant for the next. I needed it, 
just the win again. I needed it for 
myself." 



The AJ Jed goalkeeper saves a bigfa ball during the Premier 
(Photo by Yousef A1 Allan) 




mat c h against A1 Wabdat Friday 


A1 Hussein drops valuable point 
in 2-2 draw against A1 Arabi* 


By Ahmad Ismail 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — A1 Hussein, the 
Premier League’s runner up, 
dropped a valuable point when 
they held AJ Arabi to a 2-2 draw 
in the second stage of the Jorda- 
nian Soccer Premier League 
Championship. 

AJ Arabi went straight into the 
attack from the start needing a 
win after being defeated 1-0 by A1 
Ramtha in the first stage of the 
competition. 

A goal mouth scramble from a 
cross by Al Arabi's Munir 
Garaibeh led to the opening goal 
for the runner up team in the 
second minute as His ham An bar 
put the ball in. In the second half. 
Al Hussein got another shock 
when Hi sham An bar scored again 
from a fast counter to make it 2-0. 


But Al Arabi’s domination was 
short lived when Faiz Yousif 
scored the first goal for Al Hus- 
sein in the 53rd minute. The 
relentless pressure led Al Hussein 
to score the equaliser by their top 


scorer Arif Hussein in the 61st 
minute. 

In this match, Al Arabi’s 
attacker Hisham An bar was sent 
off and six other players from 
both sides were booked by re- 
feree Omar Bashtawi for over- 
aggressive plays. 

Al Faisali, the title holders, 
beat Al Karmal, who were overp- 
owered 6-1 by Al Hussein in the 
first stage. 

The new-styie Al Karmal side 
rarely troubled their rivals, 
although they needed the con- 
troversial penalty that was denied 
to them by the referee Ishaq Abu 
Ali. 

Al Ramtha continued their 
winning run by beating the main 
contenders Al Jazireh 1-0. Salim 
Dbyabat scored Al Ramtha’s 
winning goal in the 23rd minute 
with a thundering left shot from 
the edge of the box. 

Both teams had plenty of 
chances to score during the im- 
mensely entertaining game. 

Al Ramtha's attackers failed to 
take advatange from Al Jazireh’s 
defensive errors in the second 


half and were unable to score any 
more goals. 

Al Wabdat joined the list of 
winning teams Friday after beat- 
ing AlJeel with a dramatic goal in 
the second half. 

; AJ Hussein’s player, Arif Hus- 
sein, heads the scorers list with 
four goals. He was followed by 
four players with two goals each. 
They are Sobhi Sul aim an (Al 
Faisali), Jihad Abdnl Munim (Al 
Wabdat), Salim Dhiyabat (A! 
Ramtha) and Faiz Yousif (Al 
Hussein). 

During the second round, nine 
goals were scored as compared to 
15 in the first round. 

The third stage of the Premier 
League will begin Tuesday when 
Al Hussein meets Al Jazireh at 
Irbid Stadium. Al Ramtha will 
host Al Qadissiya Wednesday at 
the same stadium. Al Ahli plays 
against AJ Jeel at Al Hussein 
Sport Gty Thursday. Two match- 
es will be held Friday: The first 
between Al Faisali and Al Arabi 
at Al Hussein Sports City and the 
second between Al Wahdat and 
Al Karmal at Irbid Stadium. 


Pretoria asks to be re-admitted to IAAF 


ATHENS (AP) — South Africa 
Monday officially requested read- 
mittance to the International 
Amateur Athletics Federation 
(IAAF) and asked for speedy 
acceptance so it can compete at 
the World Athletics Cham- 
pionships next month. 

The request followed an 
announcement last Friday that 
South Africa had complied with 
an IAAF requirement and 
formed a unified, nort -racial 
sports body. 

The IAAF had also linked 
admission to the abolishment of 
apartheid. The South African 
government repealed all major 
apartheid laws last month. 

"I am pleased to officially 
announce here in Athens that we 
have succeeded in creating a new, 
unique federation in which 
athletes of all race and colour will 
be represented." Primo Nebiolo, 
the IAAF president said. 

The new federation, the South 
African Amateur Athletic Asso- 
ciation (SAAAA), asked for 
admission following Nebiolo's 


announcement, 

“Immediately following the 
statement by the IAAF president 
... the SAAAA sent a letter to 
Dr. Nebiolo officially asking to 
be affiliated." an IAAF 
announcement said. 

South Africa was suspended 
from the IAAF in 1976 as part of 
international campaign against 
apartheid. South African athletes 
have not competed in the Olym- 
pics since the i960 games in 
Rome. 

“We. the leaders of athletics, 
firmly believe that the moment 
has come to once and for all bring 
an end to the years of isolation 
which prevented the young peo- 
ple of South Africa from compet- 
ing,” Nebiolo said. 

Some local sports officials in 
South Africa have said there 
probably would not be enough 
rime to organise a team for the 
World Championships. 

But the IAAF president said 
he received a letter from leading 
South African athletes asking 
that the decision "regarding the 


return of the South African team 
be made as soon as possible and 
especially for the World Cham- 
pionships in Tokyo.” 

The IAAF Executive Council 
is to meet in Tokyo in mid- 
August shortly before the start of 
the World Championships. If the 
South African request is 
approved, athletes from that 
country would be able to take 
part in the championships. 

“We arc certain this request 
will be recieved with enthusiasm 
and interest,” Nebiolo said. 


The IAAF quoted the South 
African athletes as saying that 
“any delay or postponement of 
the return of South Africa to 
international sports competition 
would seem incorrect and again 
caused by a political decision.” 
Nebiolo added that the IAAF 
had prepared “together with the 
South Africans, a great program- 
me of development to which our 
international federation will give 
financial and technical assist- 
ance." 



Andy Capp 
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FORECAST FOR TUESDAY JULY 9, 1991 / 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Carroll Rightor Foundation ^ & 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: This to good use in some new slant on , . ■ < 
is a good day for shopping and life *at mtngoes and makes you-' • 
finding exactly what you desire to want to have it be yours. 
fill special personal needs. The LIBRAr (September 23 to October 

sextile of the Moon to Jupiter 22) Whatever you have in mind ' -■ 

brings pleasant temperaments and chat does require you keep your /. 

kind dispositions, nose to the grindstone can bring. 

___ . ... IQ> you such forward advancement , 

JU J S: , Sat nothing should be neglected, 

ook at your home, your office. ° ■ 7 . 

our closest friends and what will SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novera- , 

e needed to get all of these areas ber 21) Going into all the specifics 

i perfect order as you wish. of that plan that you and your >’ _ 

associated have in mind is just-.-' 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Look at your home, your office, 
your closest friends and what will 
be needed to get ail of these areas 
in perfect order as you wish. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You can get everything about you 
in such good condition that your 
charm is increased and your ability 
to delight those you like greatly 
enhanced. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Whatever you do not understand 
that is basis in your life can be 
found out by you now so make sure 
that you do gain the good will of 
others. 


great now so get into your projects . 
with passion. 


SAGITTARIUS: (Nov. 22 to Dec. • • ' 
21) You have so many projects to ■ 
do that you don't know where to ' 
start but with anything is good and , *** 
keep plugging away and great 
things are yours. 


MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) There are a number or 
friends who are willing to go along 
with what you want done if you will 
explain to them precisely what you 
have in mind. 


LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Your 
position m your community de- 
mands that you make a special 
point to get you credit rating im- 
proved and attend scrupulously to 
obligations made. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) You penchant for details is just 
great now. especially if you put this 


CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Whatever you have in 
mind in the pleasure line is fine so - 
make specific appointments early \ - 
and be off to amusements that -- 
bring you j'oy. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- ' ■ 
ary 19) Your residence is the place 
to pot your efforts now whether at ' 
home or thinking abont increasing-.- 
harmony at residence when you 
arc m the world or action. 

PISCES: (February 20 to Match .• 

20) There is some report to be 
analysed that means much to you 
right now and you are also able to 
get off to see companions not J/ 
usually available. 




THE BETTER HALF* 

By Harris 



‘! thought our new carpet might be tpo 
plush, but it's so hard to tel! from 
a catalog!" 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
9 by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 



Now arrange the circled totters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


LULXXXJ 

(Answers tomorrow) 

Yesterday's ! CHAIR SMOKY QUIVER PARITY 


Answer What a revolving door terete to mate some 
peopte— "PUSHY'' 


THE Daily Crossword b.nMuw, 


ACROSS 
1 Vegetative slate 
5 Acting award 
1C Nonchalant 

14 Wad mg birds 

15 Daughter in 
Lyon 

16 Antique 
■'antique" 

17 Cook's 

contribution 

19 Seertuy 

20 Prior to 

21 Gather 

22 Bruits about 

24 Lewis or Remer 


aaaa 

an 


aaMMHaaa 


26 Neckwear 
29 Took back 
33 Tired out 
3 a Shlepp 

35 Salesman's car 

36 Edible root 

37 Egged on 
36 Leprechaun 

land 

39 Mangle 

40 Requisite 

41 Sew: coat 

42 String on linger 
eg 

44 Extreme 
pressure 

45 Weo- ventilated 

46 Some Mis 

47 Starlight lady 

50 8r. composer 

51 Sandy's 
comment 

54 Dry gulch 

55 Magazine 

58 Fires 

59 Choose 

60 Stupor 
fit Shade 
82 Quench 

63 Cutting toot 


aaau 

aau 


£1991 Iitmn Mm : 
Aqnt» Ranrvaa 


9 Went over again 
10 Takes by force 
tl Margarine 

12 River to Baltic 
Sea 

13 Rents out . 
18 Speechify 


's JPuzzfa Sohisd 


23 Actress Hagen 

24 CUve in India 
eg. 

25 Gave out 

26 Up and about 

27 Gaze 

28 Sffiards shot 

29 Pact's 
response 

30 Pithy 

31 Sends out - 

32 Sp. 

gentlewomen 
34 Like forests 
37 Removes 
covers 

41 Property pitched 

43 Nothing 
whatsoever 

44 Betoken 


DOWN 

1 Relinquish 

2 Tentmaker 

3 Urania e.g. 

4 Residue 

5 Volunteers 

6 Cordage fiber 

7 Exptowve sound 

8 Everyone 


nnnrcni nnn rann 
ggnnn none! HRnrn 

nnnoi nnn nrannn 

Rnnmnn rannnni 
aannn nnn" nnniR 
SSgppnnnnnnnann 

pjHnrcnjnnisnrnn 

nnnn R nn nFll:! ROOF] 

EonnjRrnHnrfn 

rmri 0 onnnE 

non nnn c:nnnn 


46 Feat Of ~5l Schrtype - 

47 52HacWii 
S3 Escape . 

56 45 incites 

. 57 Mountain tn 
50 Territory Cnm 
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Preach. Franc 


EanpcM Cvreny Unit 


136.35 


1. 1260 


I 


3 MTHS 

« MTHS 

12 MTHS 

1 US. pMar 

6.00 

6.06 

6.37 

6.S 1 


11.31 



11.06 

10.81 

1C. 56 

J5J22E3MBHII 

wBm 

9.1? 

gum 

9.51 

7.67 

7.S7 

7. SI 

7.66 

Preach Franc- 
Japanese Yen 


9 .62 

9.6? 

7.37 

7.56 


7.3? 

European Currency Unit. 

9.75 


10.06 

10.06 



6:7' 1991 


USD/Oz 


Meial 

USD' Or 

JWGm 

Silver 

4.54 

.10 



Japanese Yen" 


Dutch Guilder 


Swedish Krona 



Bid 

Offer 

.666 

.690 

F 1.1161 

1.1217 

.3760 

.3799 

.4390 

.4412 

.111 5 

.1121 

.4962 

.4967 . 

.3357 

. 3374 

.1045 

.1050 

.0506 

.0511 i 

..01616 

.01625 


Other C ur r encie s 


Date: &, 7/1991 



Qatari R1 


Egyptian Pound 


Omni Riyal 


t>AE Dirham 


Greek: Drachma * 


Cypriot - Pound 


. , l Per 104 

CAB Indices for 


Tokyo orders big 
brokerages to curb 
business for 4 days 

TOKYO (AP) — Finance Minis- 
ter Ryutaro Hashimoto Monday- 
ordered Japan's "big four" 
brokerages to restrict business for 
four days as a penalty for shady 
dealings that have rocked the 
financial industry. 

The ministry also directed 
brokerages to stop compensating 
wealthy customers for millions of 
dollars in investment losses. That 
practice and financial dealings 
with gangsters touched off the 
scandal, which involves Nomura 
Securities Co., the world’s largest 
brokerage. 

The directives also applied to Ryutaro Hashimoto 
Daiwa Securities Co. and 

Yamaichi Securities Co: to leave for a summit with Presi- 

A stern-faced Hashimoto dent George Bush in the United 
announced the punishment at a States, where the scandal has focused 
packed news conference, saying unflattering attention on Japanese 
there was “absolutely no excuse”, business practices, 
for the behaviour of the broker- Under the finance ministry 
age firms. directives the brokerages are not 

“It’s absolutely pitiful that this permitted to solicit business from 
was going on in the market,” he corporate clients for four days 
said. beginning Wednesday. 

In addition, the Tokyo Stock Ex- The head offices of Nomura 
change announced fines totalling ab- and Nikko. which also are ac: 
out $116,000 for the four brokerages cused of financial dealings with 
for their dubious dealings. mobsters, also will be restrained 

from soliciting business during 
Market analysts, however, that period, Mr. Hashimoto said, 
were skeptical the punishment Individual investors, irate at 
would be any more than an in- the preferential treatment given 
effective slap on the wrist. wealthier clients, have been puli- 

“These penalties will have no ing money out of the stock mar- 
impact whatsoever. The secur- ket in disgust, analysts have said, 
ities films must be very happy While issuing directives to stop 
about it,” said Hiroshi Okumura, compensation in principle, the 
economics professor at Ryukoku ministry fell short of seeking to 
University in Kyoto. “This will legally ban the practice, 
do them no harm at all.” According to Japan's national 

Nomura responded immediate- economic newspaper, the Nihon 
ly by saying more than 30 com- Keizai, the four brokerages with- 
pany officials, including the chair- drew a total of 5.1 billion yen 
man and president, would take ($37 million) from their reserves 
salary cuts for up to one year, in fiscal 1990 to compensate 
Four other officials would resign favoured clients, 
for dealings with gangsters. Among the companies re- 

Nikko Securities Co. ported -to have received corn- 
announced two officials resigned pensation are Hitachi Ltd. , 
and 17 would take pay cuts. Japan's largest electric equipment 

The disciplinary action came two manufacturer, and Tokyu Corp., 
weeks after the presidents of a leading railway company. 
Nomura and Nikko resigned to Nikko and Nomura have been 
take responsibility for the scan- accused of making millions of 
dal. dollars of loans to an ex-gangland 

It also came two days before boss and of pushing up prices of 
Prime Minister Toshiki Kaifu was Tokyo stock in which be invested. 


Britain asks Abu Dhabi 
for cash for BCCI 


1.7600 


1.7900 



1.3600 


Financial Market: 



LONDON (R) — The British 
government has asked the ruler 
of Abu Dhabi to inject fresh cash 
into collapsed Bank of Credit and 
Commerce International S.A. 
(BCCI), the Bank of England 
said Sunday. 

Sheikh Zaid Ben Sultan Al 
Nahayan and his family control 
77.4 per cent of BCCI, which had 
its assets frozen Friday following 
allegations that senior executives 
fraudulently tried to conceal los- 
ses which had brought it to the 
brink of collapse. 

“The shareholders in BCCI. 
that's mainly the royal family, 
have injected capital into the 
bank in the past and it is hoped 
they will do so again,” a spokes- 
man for the British central bank- 


said. 

The money would be used to 
help ensure the orderly winding 
up of the bank's operations. 

About £750 million (SI. 2 bil- 
lion) were deposited with British 
branches of BCCI, of which £250 
million ($405 million) were held 
by British residents. 

Many of BCCI’s British cus- 
tomers came from among the 
Asian business community. 

The Bank of England spokes- 
man stressed there was no chance 
of the fund running out of money 
even if Sheikh Zaid turned down 
the request for fresh capital. 

There has been no official 
statement in Abu Dhabi, but 
banking sources said Saturday 
that an official protest had been 
lodged with the Bank of England. 


TOKYO — The 225-share Nikkei average posted a new 1991 
ckbang low, down 722.17 points (3.15 pet) at 22,176.17. The 
Finance Ministry said it was curbing business by the big four 
Japanese, brokerage houses which had been found to have 
- improperly covered clients’ losses. 

. ^SYDNEY I ffadmg, stocks were forced down on the back of 
futures selling in Sydney and a slump in Tokyo. The September 
share price index contract fell 15.5 points to 1,529.5. 

BONG KONG ^ ' Blue chip stocks slid down through the 
-afternoon dud to' sharp losses in Tokyo and profit-taking on 
morning of 38 points. The Hang Seng Index finished 11 
''points down on the day at 3,880.73 points. 

SINGAPORE— Share prices fell on a broad front in nervousness 
"at the Tokyo stock market’s plunge to close at 1,453.67 points, 
' 98 down on the day. Trading was thin and sentiment likely to 


remain bearish, brokers said. 

FRANKFURT — German shares trickled lower as demand 
slumped following news of the slump in Tokyo. The 30-day Dax 
Index fell 13.87 points (0.9 pet) to 1,605.04. Dealers noted The 
index held above support at 1,600 points. 

PARIS — The French Bourse managed to regain some lost 
ground. The CAC-40 index ended at 1.714.30. 8.84 down, but 
well above the midsession level of 1,704.62. 

LONDON — The market shrugged off lower than expected may 
retail sales figures but was dragged down by Tokyo and Wall 
Street. The FTSE Index ended up 17.9 at 2,466.8. 

NEW YORK — A steep selloff in Tokyo sent prices sharply lower 
at the opening with the Dow dropping 27 points. At 1600 GMT 
the blue chip average was off 14 points at about 2,919. 
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India sends 
25 tonnes 
of gold 
to London 


NEW DELHI (R) — India flew 
25 tonnes of gold from its official 
reserves to London as collateral 
for future loans if needed to 
maintain payments on its huge 
foreign debt, central bank gov- 
ernor S. Venkitaramanan said 
Monday. He told a news confer- 
ence in Bombay that the gold was 
sent for deposit with the Bank of 
England Sunday, Indian news 
agencies reported. Mr. Veukitara- 
manan said India would borrow 
against the gold if necessary to 
keep up its fight to avoid default- 
ing on foreign debts which bank- 
ers estimate at $71 billion. 

India is struggling with its worst 
economic crisis and foreign ex- 
change reserves are down to 
only a few weeks of imports. 
International monetary sources in 
Washington said last week the 
central banks of Britain and 
Japan were trying to put together 
a loan of up to $450 million for 
India. 

Mr. Venkitaramanan said the 
gold was sent to London under 
laws allowing the Reserve Bank 
of India, the central bank, to 
keep up to 15 per cent of its gold 
reserves abroad. In June, India 
did a “gold swap” of 20 tonnes 
of gold confiscated from smug- 
glers for about $200 million to 
keep up loan payments. It can get 
the gold back by repaying the 
money with a small amount of 
interest. The idea was to boost 
confidence in India, which has 
never defaulted on a foreign loan. 


Lack of cash prevents 
Baghdad from buying 

vital food and medicine 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq’s trade 
minister, speaking before the 
arrival Monday of a tQp U.N. 
humanitarian envoy, said the 
Gulf war freeze on Iraq's foreign 
assets was preventing it from 
importing vital food and medi- 
cines. 

Mr. Mohammad Mehdi Saleh 
said although U.N- sanctions had 
been eased to allow imports of 
food and medicine Iraq had been 
unable to finalise deals as it lack- 
ed the ready cash to pay expor- 
ters. 

“Up to now we have no possi- 
bility of importing food and medi- 
cines.” he told Reuters in an 
interview late Sunday. “It takes a 
long time because the (U.N.) 
sanctions committee did not give 
a direct policy towards our frozen 
money.” 

Relief agencies say infant mor- 
tality had doubled from its pre- 
war level of around 40 per 1 ,000 
and malnutrition is a major prob- 
lem. The health ministry says 
cases of typhoid are rising mainly 
because of the shortage of medi- 
cine. 

Mr. Saieb said most of the 
estimated S3.75 billion Iraq has 
invested abroad was in the Un- 
ited States, Britain or France. 

"We know that the hostility 
from those three is well known. It 
is not expected that they will 
unfreeze our money easily,” he 
added. 

Mr. Saleh discounted gold pay- 
ments and barter deals as a way 
round the emblem. “We have 


just a limited amount of gold 
which covers the currency ... the 
only possibility is to allow us to 
export oil.” 

His comments preceded the 
arrival of Prince Sadruddin Aga 
Khan directing U.N. humanita- 
rian relief in Iraq and Kuwait 
following the Gulf war which 
ended in late February. 

A special U.N. team, which 
arrived in Baghdad a week ago, is 
preparing a report for the prince 
on the impact of sanctions im- 
posed after Iraq invaded Kuwait 
last August. The trade ban is 
being maintained until Iraq com- 
plies with the conditions of the 
Gulf war ceasefire. 

Mr. Saleh said Iraq, using re- 
serves and internal production, 
could only cover about half its 
food needs. “We need around 

600.000 tonnes of food per 
month.” 

He said Iraq had struck a 

100.000 tonne wheat deal with 
Australia but delivery was being 
held up by lack of cash. It was 
also discusring a rice deal with 
Thailand but again cash was a 
problem. Iraq previously im- 
ported 90 per cent of its rice 
needs from the United States. 

Mr. Saleh said Iraq had sent 
American and British companies 
invitations to trade. “They said 
we are not allowed by the govern- 
ment." 

Relief officials say Yemen. 
Algeria, Libya, India and Moroc- 
co have donated some flour as 
had the World Food Programme 
and other charity and welfare 


groups. Relief organisations also 
provide medicines. 

The government provides ra- 
tions of such staples as flour, oil. 
baby milk, sugar but these have 
to be supplemented from the 
private market where prices can 
be over 200 times higher. 

At a casual glance, the markets 
of Baghdad and outlying towns 
look well stocked but with esti- 
mates of inflation hovering round 
150 per cent a month and wages 
not rising — especially for re- 
latively poorly paid sectors such 
as civil servants — life is a strug- 
gle. 

A kilogramme of lamb current- 
ly cost 15 dinars ($48 at the 
official rate) on the free market 
out of an average monthly salary 
of around 150 dinars. 

“Families are spending 90 per 
cent of their income on food 
whereas previously it was only 30 
per cent,” Douglas Broderick of 
the charity Catholic Relief Ser- 
vices said. 

Iraq’s electricity industry — 
vital for a range of needs from air 
conditioning, water purification 
and sewage disposal to refrigera- 
tion of medicines in hospital — 
was a major victim of Gulf war air 
strikes. 

The health ministry says cases 
of typhoid were four times what 
they were in 1990. 

“Unclean food, lack of person- 
al and environmental hygiene and 
unclean water lead to the spread 
of such diseases,” a spokesman 
told the government newspaper 
AJ Jumhouriyah. 


Help to markets seen as key 
to reducing poverty in world 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
World Bank, biggest lender to 
developing nations, set out a new 
policy of “market friendliness” 
Sunday as the way to reduce poverty 
in the 1990s. 

The friendly market concept 
puts emphasis on private produc- 
tion and trade, and encourages 
the sale of state-owned businesses 
to companies and individuals. 

The bank has been under 
pressure from its biggest stock- 
holder, the U.S. government, to 
do more for private business. Owned 
by 155 countries, its main goal is 
to increase production in poorer 
areas of the world so that they 
have more goods to go around. 
The administration of President 
George Bush says encouraging 
business is the best way to do 
that. 

The latest edition of the bank's 
“World Development Report,” 
made public Sunday, combined 
support for the private sector 
with a conviction that govern- 
ments can provide some things 
that business needs but cannot 
provide — especially healthier 
and better: educated workers. 

Criticism of the emphasis on 


market friendliness came from 
the Overseas Development 
Council, a private study group. 

‘True development (is) ... im- 
proving the well-being of men, 
women and children around the 
world, and sustaining the en- 
vironment on which rich and poor 
depend,” its president, John 
Sewell, said in a statement. 

The bank’s major recom- 
mendations to Third World and 
eastern European governments: 

-Invest in people, including 
schools, health and family plan- 
ning; 

-Help markets work by foster- 
ing competition and buOding in- 
frastructure, things like roads and 
harbors; 

-Create freer conditions for 
trade and foreign investors; 

-Avoid big government deficits 
and high inflation. 

Speaking more openly than in 
the past, the report also cited 
some Third World governments 
as corrupt and as spending too 
much on the military. It pointed 
out that some wealthy countries 
are open to the same criticism. 

In some countries average in- 


comes have quintupled over the 
past 40 years, the bank said. 
These are mostly countries where 
the government gives markets 
wide leeway to decide what goods 
should be produced: Taiwan, 
Botswana, Hong Kong, Singa- . 
pore. South Korea. 

Even China, though, under, 
communist rule, has been leaving 
more decisions to the market. 
The average Chinese still makes 
only about $350 a year, but the 
figure has been steadily rising. 

The average South Korean 
earned $4,400 in 1989, more than 
twice the figure for 1982. 

The report, in preparation for 
months, outlined its new 
approach as a round of farewell 
rarties began for Barber 
Con able, its president for the past 
five years. Mr. Conable, a former 
U.S. congressman, will be suc- 
ceeded in September by 
Lewis Preston, who used to bead 
the banks of the J.P. Morgan 
Group. 

The report also noted that in- 
comes have been going down 
since 1965 in 20 areas with a 
population of about 300 million. 


They are mostly African coun- 
tries, but they also include 
Argentina and Jamaica. In many 
of them the state has tried to keep 
a grip on the economy. Recently 
incomes have been dropping 
sharply in eastern Europe, where 
□on-communist governments are 
now trying to lossen that grip. 
Eastern Europe has become an 
area of the bank's major concern. 

Last month Mr. Conable work- 
ed out a compromise to enable 
the small pan of the bank that 
lends to private business to in- 
crease its $1.5 billion of annuai 
lending by about $150 million a 
year. The res! of the bank lends 
nearly $23 billion a year to gov- 
ernments. It will make a study, to 
be ready in the fall, on whether 
the rest should also lend to busi- 
ness. 

Originally, the U.S. treasury 
asked that the bank reserve half 
of all its lending for the private 
sector. Mr. Conable and some 
member governments resisted, 
arguing the bank can do a lot to 
improve the climate for business 
without changing the way it 
lends. 


Rising unemployment in Canada 
throws doubt on recovery strength 


OTTAWA <R) — Canada’s un- 
employment rate jumped to 10.5 
per cent in June, back to a peak it 
reached in March, raising new 
uncertainty about the strength of 
recovery from a year-long reces- 
sion. 

The number of unemployed 
rose by 40,000 to 1,453,000 in 
June, government agency Statis- 
tics Canada has said. 

“The relapse is consistent with 
the recovery not being as strong 
as some people were expecting,” 
said Richard Beaulieu, treasurer 
6f the Laurentian Bank of Cana- 
da. 

Doug Drew, an economist with 


Statistics Canada, said: “There 
doesn't appear to be anything to 
indicate this is the peak. It looked 
earlier like we might have peaked 
at 10.5 per cent (in March), but 
now it’s back up there.” 

Many analysts had expected 
the rate to drop in June from 10.3 
per cent in May and 10.2 per cent 
in April as the goods-produring 
sector recovered from the reces- 
sion, but a fall of 46.000 jobs in 
June offset a similar increase in 
May. 

“The job losses are disappoint- 
ing but are characteristic of a 
bottoming out of the economy.” 
said Warren Jestin. chief eco- 


nomist with the Bank of Nova 
Scotia. 

“Unless we see some move- 
ment in the numbers of people 
finding jobs, it may delay the 
recovery a bit," said Fred Mor- 
Tey, an Atlantic Provinces Econo- 
' mic Council analyst. 

Canada went into recession in 
April, 1990. but recent increases 
in housing starts, vehicle sales 
and gross domestic product had 
given hope the recession had 
ended. 


But analysts said slow U.S. 
growth, low inventory levels, res- 
traint in government tax and 
spending policies and high per- 
sonal debt will dampen the eco- 
nomic rebound. 

Economists expect attempts to 
reduce provincial and federal 
government deficits and high con- 
sumer debt levels to limit the 
strength of the recovery. High 
growth seen after the last reces- 
sion in the early 1980s is not 
expected this time. 
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Haidar Al Amaireh Establishment 
for Agriculture and Trade 
Tender Announcement 

Haidar Al Amaireh Establishment for Agriculture and Trade 

wishes to buy 300 first-lime pregnant cows of German o; Dutch 

origin in accordance with the following terms: 

☆ The first-time pregnant cows should be free of physical 
defects provided that the Holstein percentage should not be 
less than 75%. 

■tr Cows should be &-7 months pregnant upon selection. 

☆ Production of mother cow should not be less than 5000 kgs of 
milk during the first season. 

☆ Pregnant cow should weigh no less than 500 kilogrammes 
upon selection. 

’☆ Insurance period should be one month following the arrival of 
first-time pregnant cows to the farm, provided that insurance 
coverage be as follows: 

100% against death, 50% against miscarriage, and 100% 
against any bone fracture upon arrival at the farm, provided 
that meat price be credited to the insurance company. 

Bidders can send in their bids as of today Tuesday 
July 9, 1991 and until July 28,1991 to the offices of 
Haklar Amaireh Establishment for Agriculture and 
Trade In Zarqa, Amman-Zarqa ok! road, near the 
Royal Jordanian, Fax 994774, Tel. 984842, 988342 
Telex Tljarah Jo 41420, P.O. Box 7070. 
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Gorbachev to seek political 
boost, not cash at G7 summit 


MOSCOW (R) — Soviet Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev appears 
aiming for political backing from 
major world leaders rather than 
hard cash handouts when he 
meets them in London after a 
group of seven summit next 
week. 

In the final countdown to the 
meeting, the Kremlin chief iuid 
senior aides have begun signalling 
that he is unlikely to present an 
all-embracing economic reform 
plan there. 

Mr. Gorbachev's foreign eco- 
nomic strategy adviser Yevgeny 
Primakov said no programme 
would be set out “but conceptual 
ideas illuminating the direction 
we intend to take." 

“We are not talking of charity 
but of mutually beneficial coop- 
eration,” Mr. Gorbachev told 
visiting Mexican President Carlos 
Salinas de Gortari. “It is to be 
hoped that Western leaders have 
the imagination and wisdom to 
take this into account." 

When two months ago he be- 
gan his push to meet the leaders 
of the world's seven major indus- 
trialised states, Mr. Gorbachev's 
once high international stock as a 
reformer was in steep decline. 

With the Soviet economy 
plunging deeper into crisis and 
the long-vaunted “unbreakable 
union” splintering, he had 


appeared to swing back to more 
orthodox policies and to an 
alliance with conservative forces 
in the Communist Party and the 
military. 

But in a dramatic turnaround, 
Mr. Gorbachev has again set his 
face toward economic and politic- 
al change that, if carried through, 
could transform the Soviet Union 
into a Western-style parliamen- 
tary federation with a market 
economy. 

Clearly aiming to display his 
commitment to market refor- 
med win the Western financial 
underpinning be agrees he needs, 
he quietly authorised radical eco- 
nomist Grigory Yavlinsky to pre- 
pare an economic plan with 
American specialists. 

The plan, dubbed the “window 
of opportunity." has been conde- 
mned by hardliners as a blueprint 
for restoring capitalism. But Mr. 
Gorbachev argues it can be dove- 
tailed with an earlier project by 
his Prime Minister Valentin 
Pavlov. 

Mr. Pavlov has expressed 
doubts. He says his own plan 
approved earlier this year by tbe 
conservative -do min a ted union 
parliament, the Supreme Soviet, 
should be implemented first. 

But Mr. Pavlov, who alarmed 
foreign business by accusing 
Western banks of seeking to 


undermine the soviet economy, 
says he would be happy to use 
Western finance if aspects of the 
Yavlinsky plan were adopted. 

Mr. Primakov suggested last 
week that Mr. Gorbachev was 
seeking political backing for 
financial support for market re- 
forms. 

“There will be no manna from 
heaven, that is for sure,” he told 
the Izvestia newspaper. “The 
meeting in London is only the 
beginning. We are entering the 
world economy, integrating into 
the world economic system.” 

Mr. Gorbachev has worked 
hard to dear the ground for a 
friendly reception from the lead- 
ers of G7 — the United States, 
Britain, Canada, France. Ger- 
many. Italy and Japan. The G7 
holds its annual summit from July 
IS to 17 in London. ” 

In talks with nine Soviet repub- 
lics which want to stay in the 
union, he has accepted they 
should have some economic and 
political autonomy. Hardliners 
see that as treachery. 

To complete a new union trea- 
ty aimed at keeping the core of 
the country together, Mr. Gor- 
bachev has set aside differences 
with Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin. 

Mr. Gorbachev is nudging the 
once all-powerful Communist 



Mikhail Gorbachev 


Party, which he stili heads, to- 
wards accepting a new program- 
me closer to social democracy 
than Bolshevism and appears to 
have dropped his own earlier 
insistence on a “Socialist choice.” 

“Gorbachev retains a belief in 
communism as an ideal but be 
recognises that its precepts have 
been so discredited that it is no 
longer practical politics to prom- 
ote them,” said one Kremlin in- 
sider. 

He has welcomed the forming 
of a new democratic movement 
outside the party by his former 
Foreign Minister Eduard She- 
vardnadze, whose standing is 
high in the West, and has moved 
to reduce military pressure on the 
rebel Baltic republics. 


Poor 

countries 
‘held back’ 
by drinking 


WASHINGTON (API — To the 
list of familiar reasons for the 
slow growth 2 nd social problems 
of poor countries can be added an 
often ignored element — alcohol. 

Having a cold beer after a hard 
day's work seems like an in- 
nocuous habit in many parts of 
the world, but what happens in a 
country where the wages are 
meager and just two bottles of 
beer cost half a day’s pay? 

The result is that many house- 
holds have no money left over for 
necessities such as food, and chil- 
dren must go to bed hungry. 
According to one estimate, one- 
third of the malnourished chil- 
dren of San Pedro La Laguna, 
Guatemala, are victims of booze. 

In Burkina Faso, formerly Up- 
per Volta, a study of men in one 
region showed that they spent an 
average of $84 a year on beer — 
44 per cent of the West African 
country’s per capita income, a 
diversion of scarce resources that 
has contributed greatly to the 
impoverishment of that area. 

The same is true of Papua New 
Guinea, where it is estimated that 
the average household spends 30 
per cent of its income on alcohol. 

Generally speaking, in coun- 
tries where drinking is a problem, 
it is the men who imbibe and the 
women and children who pay the 
price. 

Hie consequences of alcohol 
consumption in poor countries 
are examined by Lori Heise in the 
July-August issue of Worldwatch 
magazine, published by the Wori- 
dwatch Institute, a Washington 
research centre. 


She concludes that drinking re- 
tards growth in poor countries no 
less than more familiar culprits 
such as inflation, foreign debt and 
economic mismanagement. Not 
surprisingly, unrestrained drink- 
ing makes things worse. 

“Excessive alcohol use is more 
than just a health issue in the 
Third World, it is a development 
issue." Ms. Heise writes. “Where 
severe, drinking lowers produc- 
tivity. reduces agricultural output 
and undermines progress toward 
improved health for women and 
children.” 


She points out that treatment 
of alcohol-related diseases forces 
hard-pressed governments to di- 
vert resources from other vital 
needs. In Mexico, for example, 
cirrhosis of the liver — a disease 
closely associated with heavy 
drinking — is the leading cause of 
death among men 25 to 54. In 
Trinidad, 47 per cent of males 
admitted to the country's largest 
hospital have medical problems 
related to drinking. 

Ms. Heise says alcoholism is a 
major contributor to food shor- 
tages in Africa. She quotes from a 
book. Alcohol: Another Trap 
For Africa, by Vanna Beckman: 
"A frequent phenomenon is that 
women must carry the whole bur- 
den of agricultural work, besides 
all their other tasks, while hus- 
bands are boozing. They simply 
cannot produce more." 

Ms. Heise disputes the notion 
in many countries that a local 
alcohol industry is an economic 
benefit because it provides jobs, 
generates revenues for the gov- 
ernment through taxes and serves 
as an outlet for agricultural sur- 
pluses. 


6 Injured in fresh bomb 
attack on Belfast police 


BELFAST (R) — Six people, 
including a baby and three police- 
men. were injured Sunday night 
in a bomb attack on a police 
vehicle in the Northern Ireland 
capital, Belfast, the second of its 
kind in less than 24 hours. 

A police spokesman, quoted by 
Britain's Press Association agen- 
cy, said a device was thrown at 2 
police land rover' patrolling north 
Belfast. 

Three of the vehicle's passen- 
gers were taken to hospital, along 
with a woman, her baby and 
another man present at the scene 
of the attack. 

Their condition remained un- 
known and no one immediately 
claimed responsibility for the 
attack, which followed a similar 
raid in the early hours of Sunday 
on another police vehicle in the 
same area. 

The attacks followed the col- 
lapse on July 3 of landmark talks 
between Catholic and Protestant 
politicians from the strife-torn 


British-ruled province. 

About 3.000 people have been 
killed in two decades of sectarian 
violence in Northern Ireland, 
where the Irish Republican Army 
(IRA) is fighting to end British 
rule. 

Meanwhile two armed IRA 
suspects used a pistol hidden in a 
shoe tc escape from a high secur- 
ity jail in London, embarrassing 
the government at a time of 
heightened security following re- 
cent IRA bombings. 

Irishman Nessan Quinlivan and 
Pearse McAuiey from Northern 
Ireland, regarded by police as 
dangerous, were being escorted 
from a church service Sunday 
when Mr. McAuiey produced the 
gun from his trainer shoe. 

Shots were fired at wardens 
to keep them at bay, then the two 
clambered down a high wall and 
hijacked a car after shooting its 
driver in the leg. 

They were still at laige Monday 
morning. 


Amnesty cites ‘disturbing’ 
rights violations in Asia 


LONDON (AP) — In its annual 
survey of human rights around 
the world, Amnesty International 
reported “disturbing human 
rights violations" in Asia, includ- 
ing torture, arbitrary arrests and 
increased executions. 

The London-based human 
rights group catalogued “dis- 
appearances” and extrajudicial 
executions in Sri Lanka, increased 
executions in China, torture or 
ill-treatment in many countries 
and arrests without cause 
throughout much of Asia. 

“Asia... was the stage for dis- 
turbing human rights violations,” 
Amnesty International said in its 
1990 report on 141 countries re- 
leased this week. 

It said torture, ill-treatment or 
poor detention conditions were 
reported in China. India, Pakis- 
tan. Burma, Indonesia. Laos. 
Malaysia, Papua New Guinea, 
the Philippines, South Korea and 
Thailand. 

The report said thousands of 
people had been extrajudicially 
executed or had “disappeared” in 
Sri Lanka, "where security forces 
continued to have to power to 
dispose of bodies secretly.” 

“Victims included babies and 
their mothers, children, and 
elderly men and women. In Batti- 
caloa town alone over 1 .200 peo- 
ple reported ‘disappeared’ be- 
tween June and October (1990) 
Amnesty International said. 

The Sri Lankan government 
had taken no steps to investigate 
the thousands of “disappear- 
ances'' reported in recent years 
and it had not responded to repe- 
ated requests from Amnesty In- 
ternational to send a delegation to 
the country, the human rights 
group said. 

“Disappearances” were also 
reported in the Philippines, 
where over 50 people “dis- 
appeared” after being detained 
by government-backed forces, it 
said. 

Amnesty International said 
one man, Ruben Medina, was 
found dead after he was abducted 
by government forces. The report 
said an autopsy showed Medina, 
had been shot 28 times, his skull'' 
destroyed by a bullet and his 
genitals severed. 

' A family of 18, including a 
pregnant woman and six children, 
were also reportedly killed by. 
government forces, the report 


said. The Philippines defence 
secretary reportedly ordered’ the 
temporary suspension of those 
allegedly responsible, for the 
family’s killing but no one had 
been brought to justice by the 
end of 1990, Amnesty Interna- 
tional said. 

The rights group reported an 
“unprecedented rise in violence 
and killings by separatist groups 
in several regions of India... 
accompanied by a similar rise in 
politically motivated killings by 
government forces in which many 
hundreds of people died.” 

The human rights organisation 
said “torture remained wide- 
spread.” in India with scores of 
people killed in police and milit- 
ary custody “apparently as a re- 
sult of torture." Amnesty Inter- 
national said there were well- 
documented reports of women 
being raped by security forces 
during house-to-house searches 
in Jammu and Kashmir. 

There, were at least 10.000 poli- 
tical prisoners held in India, 
Amnesty International said. 

In China, thousands of pro- 
democracy protestors arrested in 
19S9 were still detained without 
charge or trial, the report said. 

In January 1991, leading activ- 
ists involved in the 1989 pro- 
‘ democracy’ protests were sent- 
enced, sometimes to long terms 
in prison, after unfaire trials. 
Amnesty International said. 

“At least 370 prisoners — and 
probably hundreds more — were 
sentenced to death and executed 
after unfair trials ,” the report 
said. 


Amnesty International said it 
had recorded 750 firing squad 
executions in China in 1990.” the 
highest number since 1983.” 

There were widespread arbit- 
rary arrests reported in many 
countries in Asia, the report said. 
Three-hundred and fifty political 
prisoners were held in Burma and 
hundreds more held in Afghanis- 
tan. Cambodia and China, 
according to the study. 

The human rights group re- 
ported some progress for human 
rights in Asia. Widespread anti- 
government protests in two coun- 
tries in Asia — Nepal and Bang- 
ladesh — resulted in new govern- 
ments and legal and constitution- 
al reforms in 1990, according to 
the 280-page report. 


Pyongyang 
threatens 
to withdraw 
nuclear 
inspection 
r 


offe 


tOKYO (R) — North Korea 
threatened Monday to go back on 
a decision to discuss outside in- 
spection of its nuclear facilities if 
the July 15-17 Western summit in 
London attempts to pressure 
Pyongyang on the issue. 

The isolated Communist coun- 
try’s refusal to open its secret 
nuclear plant at Yongbyon to 
international security has fuelled 
fears in Washington, Tokyo and 
other Western capitals 
that it is developing nuclear 
weapons. 

A commentary in the ruling 
party daily Rodong Sinmun Mon- 
day denounced U.S. moves to 
bring up the question of nuclear 
inspection at the London G7 
summit of seven industrial 
democracies as “a robber-like 
arbitrariness.” 

“The United States is engaged 
in busy lobbying to include a 
resolution urging (North Korea) 
to unconditionally accept nuclear 
inspection in the political declara- 
tion of the summit ... and Japan is 
playing the role of a zealous 
conspirator." the daily said. 

“If a resolution for internation- 
al pressure ... over the 'nuclear 
inspection' is included in the final 
declaration ... wc cannot but re- 
consider our progressive measure 
concerning the nuclear safe- 
guards accord." 

The article, circulated by the 
official North Korean News 
Agency monitored in Tokyo, said 
North Korea had all along made 
sincere efforts lo resolve the dis- 
pute. 

It said Pyongyang, which has 
signed the nuclear non-prolifera- 
tion treaty, last month notified 
the International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA) that it was willing 
to sign a nuclear safeguards 
accord. 


Sri Lankan 
rebels 
disguised 
as soldiers 
kill 27 


COLOMBO (R) — Tamil rebels 
dressed as soldiers killed 27 Mus- 
lims and Sinhalese in eastern Sri 
Lanka after they realised villagers 
knew they were in disguise, a 
military spokesman said Monday. 

“Residents thought they were 
army men," he said. “But when 
they muttered words in Tamil, 
villagers shouted in alarm.” 

The separatist guerrillas then 
killed 18 people, including a baby 
girl, in the Muslim village . cif 
Puddur in Batticaloa and nine 
fishermen at Karapola village, 
eight kilometres away. 

The Lib eratio n Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE) fighting for a 
separate homeland in the north 
and east, were responsible for 
Saturday's massacre, he said. 

The rebels attacked with 
machetes, swords and guns when 
people raised the alarm . tying 
some victims to trees before kill- 
ing them, villagers reported. 

“They told us to come out of 
our houses and then shot at us,” 
14-year-old survivor Abdul Rah- 
man said. 

He said the rebels attacked 
while he was asleep. “I managed 
to run away and hide in the jungle 
until they left.” 

The guerrillas moved to Kara- 
pola where they stopped a van 
carrying nine fishermen, ordered 
them out and cut and hacked 
them with swords and machetes 
before shooting them and setting 
the van on fire, the military 
spokesman said. 

Eastern Batticaloa district was 
the scene of a massacre by sol- 
diers on June 12. A commission 
set up by President Ranasinghe 
Premadasa is investigating allega- 
tions that government troops kil- 
led up to 150 Tamils. 

Batticaloa opposition parlia- 
mentarians said soldiers shot, 
beat and hacked to death the 
Tamil villagers in revenge for the 
death of two soldiers blow up by a 
rebel landmine. 

In Colombo, authorities 
arrested four more men Sunday 
in connection with the June 21 
bomb attack on the Defence 
Ministry's operational head- 
quarters in the capital. 

About 30 suspected Tiger re- 
bels had been detained earlier in 
connection with the incident. 

The bomb was planted in a van 
packed with explosives which ex- 
ploded killing 24 people, includ- 
ing 11 soldiers. 

The man believed to have mas- 
terminded the attack was found 
at an estate outside Colombo 
Thursday but killed himself by 
swallowing cyanide as police tried 
to arrest him. 


Nepal arrests suspect 
in Gandhi murder case 


NEW DELHI (R) — Police in 
Nepal have arrested a suspected 
Sri Lankan Tamil guerrilla in 
connection with the murder of 
former Indian Prime Minister Ra- 
jiv Gandhi, tbe Press Trust of 
India (PTT) reported Sunday. 

PTI said two people arrested 
Friday in New Delhi had con- 
tacted the man in the Nepal 
capital Kathmandu to plan the 
escape of a wanted suspect 
known as Sivarasan. 

He is suspected of having mas- 
terminded the May 21 assassina- 
tion in the southern state of Tamil 
Nadu. 

PTI did not give the man's 
name or when he was arrested. 

Mr. Sivarasan and Ms. Subha. 
a woman believed to have been a 
standby assassin for the bomb 
attack on Gandhi, have eluded 
police. Their foil names have not 
been given. 

The news agency quoted inves- 
tigators as saying that diplomatic 
efforts were being made to bring 


the arrested man, an activist of 
the Libe ration Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE), to India. 

It also quoted them as saying 
they had foiled a plan to smuggle 
Mr. Sivarasan and Ms. Sabha to 
Nepal with the arrests in Delhi of 
Kanaka Sabhapathy, a 70-year- 
old man, and Ms. Thirai, a 17- 
year-old girl, both Sri Lankan 
Tamils. 

The plan was to take Mr. Srvar- 
asan and Ms Subha to Nepal and 
from there to Singapore or some 
South East Asian country where 
there are LTTE sympathisers, 
PTI said. 

The LTTE, fighting for a sepa- 
rate homeland in Sri Lanka, is the 
prime suspect in the Gandhi 
murder. 

Gandhi sent troops to Sri 
Lanka in 1987 to enforce an 
accord aimed at ending the vio- 
lent separatist campaign. The 
troops ended up fighting the 
LTTE before they were with- 
drawn last year. 


Defection of Russian faction 
deepens Soviet party rift 


MOSCOW (R) — The Soviet 
Communist Party is threatened 
by more divisions than ever after 
a report that a faction in the 
Russian Federation intends to 
form its own party. 

Russian Television said Sunday 
the Communists for Democracy 
faction was expected to announce 
the creation of the Democratic 
Party of Russian Communists this 
week. 

The announcement would b? 
made Wednesday during the first 
day of a session of the republic's 
'supreme legislature, the Congress 
of Peoples* Deputies, where the 
faction accounts for more thanlQO 
of the 1,000 deputies, it said. 

“We got this information from 
confidential reliable sources,” 
newscaster Svetlana Sorokina 
told Reuters. 

The congress will swear in Rus- 


sian leader Boris Yeltsin as the 
republic's first directly-elected 
president. 

The new party will undoubted- 
ly support Mr. Yeltsin, because 
the founder of Communists for 
Democracy was Alexander Ruts- 
koi, Mr. Yeltsin’s victorious run- 
ning-mate in the June 12 election. 

Sunday’s news came a few days 
after former Foreign Minister 
Eduard Shevardnadze resigned 
from the Communist Party. 

Mr. Shevardnadze and other 
leading liberals are forming a new 
broad-based reform group to 
challenge the Communists. 

One of the founders of Mr. 
Shevardnadze’s Democratic Re- 
form Movement is Mr. Rutskoi, 
who with Mr. Yeltsin trounced 
Communist-backed candidates in 
the Russian presidential election. 


Landslide kills 30 in China 


PEKING (R) — Above 30 peo- 
ple were killed in southwestern 
China when a mudslide buried 
their village, the latest casualties 
in a series of rainstorms that have 
caused flooding throughout the 
country. 

An edition of the Guizhou Dai- 
ly received in Pelting Monday 
said more than SO bouses were 
destroyed on July 1 when a muds- 
lide hit an area near the western 
city of Liu Pan Shui. Thirty peo- 
ple died and three were injured. 

Railway services between 
Guizhou's provincial capital of 
Guiyang and Kunming in near- 
by southwest Yunnan province 
were interrupted by flooding, 
which also submerged a power 
station, the newspaper said. 


Railway officials said train ser- 
vices between Peking and Shan- 
ghai were also briefly interrupted 
Sunday after another storm front 
caused more flooding in the rain- 
battered region. 

A spokesman for the Ministry 
of Railways said Monday that 
service bad returned to normal, 
although flood relief officials 
were still on alert in Jiangsu and 
Anhui provinces. 

The flood season has started 
with a vengeance in eastern Chi- 
na, killing hundreds of people 
and destroying millions of acres 
of cropland. 

Meteorologists have forecast 
more downpours for July and 
August — traditionally the 
months with the heaviest rain 


U.S. Navy to develop cheaper submarine 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
first Scawolf nuclear-powered 
attack submarine has yet to be 
finished, but (he navy already is 
rushing to develop a cheaper 
model. 

The navy insists that the new 
Centurion submarine programme 
will supplement, not replace, the 
costly Seawolf. But a key con- 
gressional leader said the push for 
a less expensive sub reflects the 
navy's resignation to fiscal 
reality. 

"It’s like when you go 10 the super- 
market. When you can't afford a 
sirloin steak you get hamburger.” 
said Congressman Charles Ben- 
nett. chairman of the House 
Armed Services Sea power Sub- 
committee. 

The sirloin of submarines is the 
Seawolf. 


At $2 billion per copy, it is the 
most expensive submersible ship 
the navy has ever purchased. The 
Seawolf is designed to outper- 
form the best of the Soviet Navy. 

Great steel sections of the first 
Seawolf, some 42 feet (12.6 
metres) in diamelre, are ready to 
be welded together at the electric 
boat division of General Dyna- 
mics Corp. In Groton, Conn. 
General Electric Co. in Syracuse. 
N.Y., is developing a sophisti- 
cated computer brain that will 
control the sub's weaponry. The 
first ship is scheduled to be com- 
missioned in 1995. 


But the sky-high price tag has 
brought down criticism and con- 
troversy on the Seawolf program- 
me. The congressional General 
Accounting Office (GAO) has 


reported twice that the Seawolf s 
computer system is woefully in- 
adequate. Congressman John 
Conyers, chairman of the House 
Government Operations Com- 
mittee. said the Seawolf program- 
me. “could run aground,” if the 
problems go uncorrected. 

Mr. Bennett said a 25 per cent 
cut in the shipbuilding budget 
forced the navy to cut its Seawolf 
production rate from rhree to one 
per year. The navy saw its plans 
for a 100-ship submarine fleet 
evaporate and saw its goal of 
keeping two sub-building ship- 
yards in business imperiled. 

Electric Boat and its rival m 
Virginia, the Newport News 
Shipbuilding and Dry Dock Co., 
say a construction rate of one 
Seawolf per year won’t keep both 
shipyards afloat. 


One man returns to Yugoslavia in time for civil war 


KOSTANJEVICA, Yugoslavia 
(AP) — Andrcj Smrekar came 
home from Harvard a week be- 
fore the revolution with 20 cases 
of his precious art books. Now 
they are barricading his basement 
window. 

Mr. Smrekar. who just re- 
ceived a Ph.D. in art history at 
age 37. directs a museum of 
sculpture and impressionist paint- 
ings in a medieval monastery in 
this Slovenian village near the 
Croatian border. 

For him, Slovenian secession 
has brought new hope for a diffe- 
rent life, but he expects a tense 
situation to get worse before it 
gets better. 

When Mr. Smrekar scans the sky. 
his binoculars pick up Yugoslav 
Air Force helicopters flying low 
over the river out back. He has 
closed his museum and shel- 
tered its contents, fearing feder- 
al troops might choose it for a 
bivouac. 

Last week, the republic’s de- 
fence force fought Yugoslav 
tanks in nearby woods. A truce 
has been struck in Slovenia, but 
Mr. Smrekar knows the Yugoslav 
crisis could explode suddenly into 
something very bloody. 

"We have done it, we're free, 
there's no tuniing back,” he said. 


“Still, it is far from over. Who 
knows what will happen next?” 

The Serbian nationalists who 
oppose the independence dec- 
larations of Slovenia and Croatia 
wilj not give in easily, he is sure, 
while Slovenes and Croats say 
they will pay any price for self- 
determination. 

From backward hamlets deep 
in Croatia to the lovely moun- 
tains of Slovenia, people who 
regard themselves as former 
Yugoslavs say hatreds rooted in 
history leave them no choice but 
to fight if necessary. 

Most insist the issue is not 
personal animosity toward Serbs, 
the dominant Yugoslav ethnic 
group, but fear that resurgent 
Serbian nationalism will keep 
them from casting aside author- 
itarian central control and 
prospering. 

While Slovenian President 
Milan Kucan speaks of “seces- 
sion,” Croatian President Franjo 
Tudjman uses the word “dissocia- 
tion.” 

Each faces a different situa- 
tion. but both are driven by a 
similar force. 

“This process was self-evident 
since 1987, when Slobodan 
Milosevic came to power in Ser- 
bia.” said Uros Dujsin of Zagreb 


University. “He’s the father of 
Tudjman. He induced Croatian 
nationalism.” 

Mr. Milosevic is the hardline 
nationalist leader of the Serbia. 
His ascension to power boosted 
nationalism in Yugoslavia’s 
largest republic, and Croatia and 
Slovenia have been seeking grea- 
ter and greater autonomy ever 
since. 

While intervening in Slovenia 
in a bid to halt that republic's 
takeover of international border 
posts, tbe army has in Croatia 
moved to halt escalating warfare 
between Croatian and Serbian 
militants. 

Unlike Slovenia, which is near- 
ly ethnically homogenous, 
Croatia has a large Serbian 
minority. About 600,000 of its 5 
million people are Serbs.' 

Antagonisms in Yugoslavia, a 
nation born in the ashes of World 
War I, are ages old and deeply 
seated. 

“The trouble is that it has gone 
too far now," said Bo rut Smre- 
kar, Mr. Andrej’s brother, a sym- 
phony conductor and former sol- 
dier. 

He said Slovenia's declaration 
of independence was meant, as 
shock treatment, a message to 
Belgrade and the world that 


Slovenians were serious about 
their demands for a loose Yugos- 
lav federation of sovereign states. 

“The world overlooked the se- 
rious possibility of transforming 
Yugoslavia into a confederation, 
as we wanted. Ail people cared 
about was keeping Yugoslavia 
together and keeping it quiet,” 
said Dr. Andrej. 

Now, be added, “the violence 
has buried the possibility of any 
serious talks.” 

He echoed sentiments heard 
across Slovenia and Croatia: 
Serbs want to exercise power not 
share it. The northern republics 
have had to support weaker ones 
to the south, with nothing in 
return. Slovenes want to look 
north, toward a free, modern 
Europe. 

Milosevic has in recent days 
indicated he would, approve of 
letting Slovenia leave tbe federa- 
tion. But has insisted there is no 
way that Croatia, with its Serbian 
population, will ever be allowed 
to leave. 

“The violence was what 
changed everything,” Bo rut 
Smrekar said. “I do not want a 
war. I hated being in the army. 
But I will go into the woods to 
fight if I have to. We have no 
other way.” 
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Japanese heads 
Forbes billionaire^^ 
list 




NEW YORK (R) — A Japanese 
real estate tycoon said to b*v ... 
worth about $15 billion has edgec JP' 
out a compatriot for the title of’Vjj 
world’s richest person, the U.S. .... 

business magazine Forbes said. ; 

But the United States is stiU 4 :- 1 „ 
home to more billionaires .than- 
any other country, the magazine' .V. ^ 
-said in its new issue dated July 22. ; L ^ <•' 
The United States can boast 64 ‘V 
billionaires with a total net worth' 
of $207 billion while Japan ranks- & - 
second with 41 worth more than.- ■ j‘ : 

126 billkm and Germany comes a 
close third with 40 billionaires.: 


Taikicbiro Mori, 87, whose; 


P lm ' 


Tokyo real estate holdings are 
worth about $15 billion, beat out:'" 
Seibu Railway magnate Y ostriakfe \'V • 
Tsotsumi, 57. who had topped - 
the U.S. magazine’s annual list ^ 
for four years. But Forbes tf* 5 
cautioned that Mr. TsutsumTs 
wealth, valued at more than $14 
billion, is held through a 40 petgP 
cent stake in holding company.; - *- 
Kokudo Keikaku. Forbes said ir - 
does not know who owns the.'* r 
other 60 per cent and there is 
speculation it may be Mr. Tsutsu- 
mi himself. If so, he would be jC.-j- 
worth $35 billion, ranking him far’ .-;; *:■ 
and away to be the world’sricbesf ■ 
person. American Sam Moored 
Walton and his family weighed ih; : !>. 
with $18.5 billion. Walton, thev^Y. 
founder of the U.S. Wal-Mart’^Yj 
Stores chain, would be the.^J.. ; 
world’s wealthiest man had •he' 1 * ''! ’ 
not opted to split his fortune 
few years ago among family 
members. The Du Pont family 
made the list with coffers stuffed 3® 
with some $10 billion, as did the a 
Hearsts, the Rockefellers, the ' 
family of the late Walt Disney 
and Canadian brothers Paul,' - : - 
Albert and Ralph Rdchraann, 
developers of the giant Canary '-- ’ 
Wharf commercial property in 
London. . -i ' 


2 hurt in 2nd 
running of bulls 
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PAMPLONA, Spain (AP) — 
Runaway bulls charged on a 
Swedish man and a Norwegian 
woman Monday, injuiing both 
seriously in the second day of 
Pamplona's week-long running of 
the bulls festival, officials said. 
Hospital De Navarra doctors 
operated on Toriy Urban , a 23- 
y ear-old from Sweden who re- 
ceived an 8-inch (20-centimetre) 
gash in ins right thigh: Onlookers 
said the bull chaiged down bn 
him, tossing him in the air for 
several seconds and locking his 
horn inside his thigh. Urban was 
released when several bystanders 
diverted the boll, 'but Wed pro- 
fusely. The woman, 24-year-old 
Anne Karin Ruan, was treated 
for a 4-inch (10-centimetre) 
wound, also in the thigh. Both 
remained in the hospital. Three 
others. Pamplona residents Fer- 
nando Ardnra, 46, and Santiago 
Barba, 36, and 19-year-old Laura 
Grace Ryan from Texas, were 
also treated for concusaons, none 
caused by bulls, and released. 
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Crime sweep in 
Peking nets 445 


PEKING (R) — Police smashed 
34 gangs and arrested 445 people 
in a two-day sweep in tbe Chinese 
capital, the Peking Evening News 
said. About 70 per cent of those 
arrested on July 4 and July 5 were 
accused of robbery. 
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Fish thieves target 
Japanese carp 


St -' 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — Fish 
rustlers are raiding the ponds and 
fountains of Johannesburg office 
blocks, netting Japanese Koi 
worth thousands of dollars. One 
company lost 17 of the brightly- 
coloured carp worth between 
5,000 and 10,000 rand ($1,700 
and $3,300) each, Business Day 
newspaper reported. The paper 
said total losses in recent months 
ran to hundreds of thousands of 
rand. 
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Seaman leaves 
Australia fearing 
attack by bats 






BRISBANE (R) — A Turk 
seaman who jumped ship to se 
a new life in Australia became 
afraid of attack try vampire b; 
foat be asked to be sent bon 
Rafit BeHr, 29, was: walking alo 
a north Queensland road afl 
lumping ship last Friday wh 
bats filled the sky. He was be 
rinced they were after has bloc 
Jn fact they were harmless fti 
bats. ‘146 toild a customs offfc 
he thought the flying foxes we 
vampire bats which would so 
tus Mood,” a customs spokesm 
told Renters.: “After befi 
“vested he.asked; to be. fioi 
back to Turkey.’^ he ieft Mot^a 
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